
MONROE CITY COUNCIL
Study Session

February 18, 2020, 7:00 P.M.

Council Chambers, City Hall
806 W Main Street, Monroe, WA 98272

Mayor: Geoffrey Thomas
Councilmembers: Ed Davis, Mayor Pro Tem; Patsy Cudaback; Jason Gamble;

Kevin Hanford; Jeff Rasmussen; Kirk Scarboro; and Heather Rousey

AGENDA
Call To Order

Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Councilmember Gamble 

Public Comments
[This time is set aside for members of the public to speak to the City Council on any 
issue related to the City of Monroe; except any quasi-judicial matter subject to a public 
hearing. Please sign in prior to the meeting; three minutes will be allowed per 
speaker.]

Councilmember Reports

Legislative Affairs Committee Update 

LA Agenda Packet 2-11-20.pdf

Staff/ Department Reports

Mayor/ Administrative Reports

City Administrator Update (D. Knight) 

Mayor ’s Update/Monroe This Week (Volume 6, Edition 6)(Mayor Thomas)

MTW Volume 6 Edition 6.pdf

Discussion Items

AB20-030: Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee Recommendations 
and Draft Implementation Plan (D. Knight)

AB20-030 HPAC Recommendations and Draft Implementation Plan.pdf

Executive Session
If needed.

Adjournment
Majority vote to extend past 10:00 p.m. 

THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS 
AGENDA

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please call City Hall at 
360-794-7400. Please allow advance notice. 

1.
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1.
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Documents:
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL
Study Session

February 18, 2020, 7:00 P.M.

Council Chambers, City Hall
806 W Main Street, Monroe, WA 98272

Mayor: Geoffrey Thomas
Councilmembers: Ed Davis, Mayor Pro Tem; Patsy Cudaback; Jason Gamble;

Kevin Hanford; Jeff Rasmussen; Kirk Scarboro; and Heather Rousey

AGENDA
Call To Order

Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Councilmember Gamble 

Public Comments
[This time is set aside for members of the public to speak to the City Council on any 
issue related to the City of Monroe; except any quasi-judicial matter subject to a public 
hearing. Please sign in prior to the meeting; three minutes will be allowed per 
speaker.]

Councilmember Reports

Legislative Affairs Committee Update 

LA Agenda Packet 2-11-20.pdf

Staff/ Department Reports

Mayor/ Administrative Reports

City Administrator Update (D. Knight) 

Mayor ’s Update/Monroe This Week (Volume 6, Edition 6)(Mayor Thomas)

MTW Volume 6 Edition 6.pdf

Discussion Items

AB20-030: Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee Recommendations 
and Draft Implementation Plan (D. Knight)

AB20-030 HPAC Recommendations and Draft Implementation Plan.pdf

Executive Session
If needed.

Adjournment
Majority vote to extend past 10:00 p.m. 

THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS 
AGENDA

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please call City Hall at 
360-794-7400. Please allow advance notice. 

1.

1.

Documents:

1.

2.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

http://monroewa.gov/bc73fbac-add9-450b-b4a5-5d14216c6966


MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, February 11, 6 P.M. 
Monroe City Hall, Permit Assistance Center 

2020 Committee 
Councilmembers 

Ed Davis 
Kevin Hanford 
Kirk Scarboro 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

II. Special Orders of the Day

A. Select 2020 Chair 

III. Approval Minutes (November 12, 2019)

IV. New Business

B. Confirm Regular Meeting Date/Time 
C. 2020 Work Plan  
D. State Legislature Update  
E. Human Services Sales Tax  

V. Next Committee Meeting (March 10, 2020) 

Agenda Items: Snohomish County Tomorrow Council of 
Governments; Legislative Update  

VI. Adjournment

MCC LA Agenda Packet 2/11/20
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 

Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting  
Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 6 P.M. 

Monroe City Hall 

 
2019 Committee 

Councilmembers 
Ed Davis 

Jim Kamp 
Kirk Scarboro 

 

MCC Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting, 11/12/2019 Page 1 of 2 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
A regular meeting of the Monroe City Council Legislative Affairs Committee was held on 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019. The meeting was called to order by Councilmember Davis at 
6:07 p.m.; Passport Table, Monroe City Hall. 
 
Council Present: Ed Davis & Kirk Scarboro 
Mayor:  Geoffrey Thomas 
Staff Present: Gina Pfister, Clerical Specialist; Deborah Knight, City Administrator; 

and Trevor Justin, Government Affairs Consultant  
Others Present: Heather Rousey  
 
II. Approval of Minutes (August 13, 2019) 
 
Councilmember Davis moved to approve the minutes of the Tuesday, August 13, 2019, 
Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting; the motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Scarboro. Motion carried (2-0). 
 
III. Unfinished Business 
 

There was no unfinished business to discuss.  
 

IV. New Business 
 

A. 2020 Legislative Priorities 
 
Ms. Knight presented the City’s proposed 2020 Legislative Priorities, organized 
around the City’s 2020 budget themes:  
 

 Addressing chronic and hidden homelessness 

 Supporting a transportation package to #Finish522 

 Facilitating annexations 

 Developing alternative funding sources for park maintenance, operations and 
capital improvements 

 Funding a US 2 corridor study for capacity improvements from Hwy 9 to 
Stevens Pass 

 
Mr. Justin reviewed bills with revisions and bills to watch in the upcoming legislative 
session. The committee discussed impacts of I-972, including potential alternative 
funding sources for Highway 522.  
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MCC LA Meeting, 06/11/2019 Page 2 of 2 

Ms. Knight encouraged the Committee to attend AWC’s City Action Days on 
January 28, 2020.  
 
V. Other 
 

There were no other topics discussed.  
 
VI. Next Committee Meeting (December 10, 2019, 6 p.m.) 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
Councilmember Davis moved to adjourn the Tuesday, November 12, 2019, Legislative 
Affairs Committee Meeting; the motion was seconded by Councilmember Scarboro. 
Motion carried (2-0). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 

Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 

 
2020 Committee 
Councilmembers 

Ed Davis 
Kevin Hanford 
Kirk Scarboro 

 

SUBJECT: 2020 Legislative Committee Work Plan 

 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

02/11/2020 Administrative Deborah Knight Deborah Knight New Business C 

 

 
 Attachments:  1. Draft 2020 Work Plan 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: Discuss the 2020 Legislative Committee work plan 

 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The City Council has established Legislative Committees in Section 14A. of the “Council Rules of 
Procedure.” The primary purpose of the Legislative Affairs Committee is to review and advise 
upon legislative matters at county, state, and federal levels of interest to the City Council; and 
City Council policies and procedures. 
 
This is the opportunity for the Legislative Committee to review the draft work plan proposed by 
city staff.  The Committee members may want to direct changes to the work plan prior to 
presenting the work plan to the full city council for approval.   
 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
The draft work plan is based on the 2020 Legislative Priorities and the annual work plans 
developed by city staff to implement the 2020 budget adopted by the city council. 
 
The city council may want to add, change or delete tasks proposed in the Legislative Committee 
work plan.   
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MCC Legislative Affairs 2020 WORK PLAN Page 1 of 1 

2020 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
WORK PLAN* 

 

The primary purpose of the Legislative Affairs Committee is to review and advise upon 
legislative matters at county, state, and federal levels of interest to the City Council; and 
City Council policies and procedures. 

 

Month Lead Agenda Item 

February 

(6 p.m.) 

City Administrator 2020 Work Plan  

Legislative Update 

March City Administrator Snohomish County Tomorrow Council of 
Governments 

Legislative Update 

 

April 

(6 p.m.) 

Community Development Countywide Planning Policies 

Legislative Update 

May City Administrator Legislative Update 

June   

July 

 

  

August   

September 

 

Community Development Countywide Planning Policies 

October City Administrator Legislative Priorities 

November   

December   

 
*Regular Meetings held the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.; unless otherwise noted. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 6 P.M. 

2020 Committee 
Councilmembers 

Ed Davis 
Kirk Scarboro 

Kevin Hanford 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

02/11/2020 Executive Deborah Knight Deborah Knight New Business D 

Discussion: 
Attachments: 1. 2020 Legislative Priorities

2. Strategies 360 Week 3 Report
3. Proposed Senate Transportation Bill

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Review the list of bills introduced for consideration.  Direct Mayor and staff to specific bills the 
city council may support.  Raise issues of concern about bills that may impact city policies and/or 
services.   

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The City Council sets the legislative agenda for the city. The City Council adopted its legislative 
agenda at the council meeting on December 10, 2019 (Attachment 1). The 2020 Legislative 
Priorities reflects the City of Monroe’s position on key initiatives that are expected to arise in the 
form of legislation, budget decisions, or policy decisions in the upcoming 2020 Session of the 
State Legislature. 

This is an opportunity for the Legislative Committee to review the list of bills introduced for 
consideration.  The Committee may want to direct Mayor and staff to specific bills the city council 
may support and raise issues of concern about bills that may impact city policies and/or services. 
Friday, February 7, is the policy committee cutoff deadline. 

DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
Attachment 2 is the “week 3” report from Trevor Justin, the city’s government affairs representative 
in Olympia. The report lists upcoming opportunities for public testimony and summarizes bills the 
city is tracking.   

City representatives including Mayor Thomas, Councilmember Rousey, and staff visited 
legislators on Thursday, January 23, 2020 to share the city’s legislative agenda including issues 
related to homelessness, parks funding and transportation. City officials including Mayor Thomas, 
Councilmember Hanford, Councilmember Davis, and Councilmember Rousey met with legislators 
and attended the AWC Legislative Conference on January 28-29, 2020.   

Parks Director, Mike Farrell, testified at the House Local Government Committee in favor of HB 
2625 on Wednesday, January 21, 2020 and again on Thursday, February 6, in favor of the 
companion bill SB 5317. 

This legislation would provide authority for park agencies (cities and park districts) to go to the 
voters with a 1/10th of 1 cent sales tax ballot measure – and, if approved, to have full bonding 
authority that goes with the new .1 sales tax.  The legislation being prime-sponsored by Rep. 
Carolyn Eslick (R-Sultan/39th Dist.) and Sen. Marko Liias (D-Edmonds/21st Dist.) would provide 
this new authority for 10 years – and for a full term of bonding if agencies use their discretion to 

SUBJECT: Legislative Update Week 2 (February 1-February 7) 
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bond against it.  The response is positive.  Representative Senn, the House Finance Chair 
requested the bill to be referred directly to her Committee.  
 
 
 
Transportation 
Attachment 3 is the most updated proposal of the next transportation package, Forward WA. The 
proposal is not yet in bill form and takes a two option approach on funding (carbon fee vs. cap 
and invest). 
 
The package includes Monroe’s priority projects:  

 Project #4 - SR 522 widening        $83.6m  

 Project #5 - SR 522 Paradise Lake Road interchange $83.6m  

 Project #9 - US 2 Monroe Bypass and Widening   $58.5m  

 Project #25 - US 2 Trestle Full Rebuild     $1,802 m 
 
The City Council passed Resolution 001/2020 in favor of supporting the package at the council 
meeting on February 4, 2020.  Mayor Thomas and Councilmember Rousey provided testimony 
in favor of the proposed package at the Senate Transportation Committee hearing Wednesday, 
February 5, 2020.  
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CITY OF MONROE 

2020 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

ADDRESS CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS 

The City has three priorities to address chronic homelessness: 

1) Support capital facilities for housing and treatment that respect local land use
authority; 

2) Support measures that expand the community’s ability to treat individuals with mental
health, behavioral health, and substance abuse disorders; and 

3) Oppose measures that limit the city’s ability to adequately deal with chronic homeless
individuals who refuse to accept assistance.

Support Capital Facilities for Housing and Treatment: 

 HB 1406 – Encouraging investments in affordable and supportive housing. Passed in
2019.  Support technical changes in 2020.

 HB 1923 – Increasing urban residential building capacity. Passed in 2019. Review
proposed technical changes in 2020.

 Support funding to build facilities and programs to reduce chronic homelessness
(shelters, treatment programs, etc.)

Expand the Ability to Treat Mental Health, Behavioral Health and Substance Abuse Disorders 

 HB 1713 – Expand treatment systems and involuntary treatment authority for persons
experiencing mental health, behavioral health and substance abuse disorder. (Ricky’s
Law)

 RCW 9A.20.010 – Enforce existing laws for felony possession of controlled substances
and quality of life crimes.

 Budget request for a LEAN study lead by the State Auditor’s Office to align county-wide
services to end homelessness in the Skykomish Valley. Budget request amount
($100,000).

Oppose Measures that Limit the City’s Ability to Address Chronic Homeless Individuals Who Refuse 
Help 

 HB 1591  - Concerning the rights of persons experiencing homelessness.  Not passed in
2019.  Work with lead sponsor to address concerns in 2020.

FACILITATE ANNEXATIONS 

 Support annexations within the Urban Growth Area including the annexation of
unincorporated island territories (HB 1357); and the ability to annex unincorporated areas
without a referendum provision pursuant to a jointly approved interlocal agreement with
the county (HB 1598).

 Monitor recommendations from the Ruckelshaus Report that would require cities to
accommodate minimum land use densities and housing types.

ATTACHMENT 1
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CITY OF MONROE 

2020 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

 

 

FUND PARK OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

2019 Achievements: 

 Passed HB 2044 – concerning de-annexation of a portion of land from a park and 
recreation district or metropolitan park district. 

2020 Priorities: 

 Support amended HB 1371  to allow voter approved sales tax for parks operations, 
maintenance and capital projects.  

 

FINISH STATE ROUTE 522 

2019 Achievements: 

 Allocated $12.8 Million of new funds for design and engineering work to be spent in the 
2019-21 biennium. 

 Moved up a previously allocated additional $10 Million for design and engineering work 
to the 2021-23 biennium. These funds had been originally allocated for the 2025-27 and 
2027-29 biennia within the Connecting Washington package approved in 2015. 

2020 Priorities: 

 Protect design funding from cuts to fund other transportation priorities post I-976 approval. 

 Support proposed Transportation Package request – keep the request in front of people 
and be ready for any smaller transportation budget opportunities that may arise. 

 

SUPPORT US-2 CAPACITY IMPROVMENTS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 Support Representative Eslick’s request for a US 2 capacity study from Highway 9 to 
Wenatchee. 
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Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
February 1, 2020 
Page 1 of 15 

City of Monroe Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 

Upcoming Events 

Housing Stability & Affordability (Senate) - SHR 2, JACB - 2/3 @ 1:30pm 

 SB 6212 - Exec Session - Concerning the authority of counties, cities, and towns to exceed statutory
property tax limitations for the purpose of financing affordable housing for very low-income
households and low-income households.

 SB 6302 - Exec Session - Prohibiting local governments from limiting the number of unrelated
persons occupying a home.

 SB 6328 - Exec Session - Creating a local infrastructure investment program to support the
development of affordable housing, workforce housing, and revitalization efforts.

 SB 6546 - Public Hearing - Incentivizing shared housing. (Hearing is on the Proposed Substitute.)
 SB 6631 - Public Hearing - Concerning the sales and use tax for affordable and supportive housing.

Appropriations (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/3 @ 3:30pm 

 HB 2193 - Exec Session - Reauthorizing and expanding the financial fraud and identity theft crimes
investigation and prosecution program.

 HB 2786 - Exec Session - Establishing the opioid epidemic response advisory council.
 HB 2834 - Public Hearing - Implementing an identicard program to provide individuals a

Washington state issued identicard.

Finance (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/4 @ 8:00am 

 HB 2907 - Public Hearing - Authorizing counties with populations over two million to impose an
excise tax on business.

Local Government (Senate) - SHR 3, JACB - 2/4 @ 8:00am 

 SB 6643 - Public Hearing - Combining a resolution proposing abandonment and a resolution
proposing a council-manager plan of government into a single proposition.

Health Care & Wellness (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/4 @ 1:30pm 

 HB 2336 - Exec Session - Reimbursing contingency management programs.
 HB 2642 - Exec Session - Removing health coverage barriers to accessing substance use disorder

treatment services.

Environment & Energy (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 2/4 @ 3:30pm 

 HB 2206 - Public Hearing - Concerning equity by authorizing government services outside of urban
growth areas.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
February 1, 2020 
Page 2 of 15 

 HB 2342 - Exec Session - Aligning the timing of comprehensive plan updates required by the 
growth management act with the timing of shoreline master program updates required by the 
shoreline management act. 

 HB 2427 - Exec Session - Tackling climate change as a goal of the growth management act. 
 HB 2536 - Public Hearing - Updating rural character under the growth management act. 
 HB 2570 - Exec Session - Managing growth by planning and zoning for accessory dwelling units. 
 HB 2586 - Exec Session - Concerning the electrification of homes and buildings. 
 HB 2802 - Public Hearing - Aligning the administration of the growth management hearings board 

with other boards within the environmental land use and hearings office by modifying 
requirements pertaining to growth management hearings board membership and the duties and 
responsibilities of members, streamlining procedures in cases before the growth management 
hearings board, and allowing the use of administrative appeals judges in growth management 
hearings board proceedings. 

 
Labor & Workplace Standards (House) - HHR E, JLOB - 2/4 @ 3:30pm 
 

 HB 2715 - Exec Session - Concerning minimum labor standards for certain employees working at 
an airport or air navigation facility. 

 
Transportation (Senate) - SHR 1, JACB - 2/4 @ 3:30pm 
 

 SB 6031 - Public Hearing - Limiting state and local taxes, fees, and other charges relating to 
vehicles. 

 SB 6245 - Public Hearing - Limiting state and local taxes, fees, and other charges relating to 
vehicles. 

 SB 6350 - Public Hearing - Limiting state and local taxes, fees, and other charges relating to 
vehicles. 

 
Human Services, Reentry & Rehabilitation (Senate) - SHR 4, JACB - 2/5 @ 8:00am 
 

 SB 6585 - Public Hearing - Encouraging the use of medication-assisted treatment within jails. 
 
Local Government (House) - HHR D, JLOB - 2/5 @ 8:00am 
 

 HB 2804 - Public Hearing - Addressing local government infrastructure. 
 HB 2886 - Public Hearing - Concerning local government permitting and land use decisions. 

 
Health Care & Wellness (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/5 @ 1:30pm 
 

 HB 2336 - Exec Session - Reimbursing contingency management programs. 
 HB 2642 - Exec Session - Removing health coverage barriers to accessing substance use disorder 

treatment services. 
 
Housing Stability & Affordability (Senate) - SHR 2, JACB - 2/5 @ 1:30pm 
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Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
February 1, 2020 
Page 3 of 15 

 SB 6364 - Exec Session - Incentivizing smaller, more affordable single-family home development 
through impact fee schedule modifications. 

 SB 6411 - Exec Session - Expanding the property tax exemption for new and rehabilitated 
multiple-unit dwellings in urban growth areas. 

 SB 6536 - Exec Session - Creating more housing options in traditionally single-family zones. 
(Oppose) 

 SB 6546 - Exec Session - Incentivizing shared housing. 
 SB 6617 - Exec Session - Concerning accessory dwelling unit regulation. 
 SB 6631 - Exec Session - Concerning the sales and use tax for affordable and supportive housing. 
 SB 6649 - Public Hearing - Establishing a local sales and use tax option to fund emergency 

homeless shelters. 
 
Environment & Energy (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 2/6 @ 8:00am 
 

 HB 2780 - Public Hearing - Creating more housing options in traditionally single-family zones. 
(Oppose) 

 
Capital Budget (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 2/6 @ 1:30pm 
 

 HB 2282 - Exec Session - Creating a grant program for converting unused public buildings to 
housing for homeless persons. 

 
Finance (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/6 @ 1:30pm 
 

 HB 2625 - Public Hearing - Concerning local parks funding options. (Support/High) 
 HB 2778 - Public Hearing - Concerning community redevelopment financing in apportionment 

districts. 
 
Health Care & Wellness (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/7 @ 8:00am 
 

 HB 2336 - Exec Session - Reimbursing contingency management programs. 
 HB 2642 - Exec Session - Removing health coverage barriers to accessing substance use disorder 

treatment services. 
 
Local Government (House) - HHR D, JLOB - 2/7 @ 10:00am 
 

 HB 2804 - Exec Session - Addressing local government infrastructure. 
 
Finance (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 2/7 @ 1:30pm 
 

 HB 2620 - Exec Session - Expanding the property tax exemption for new and rehabilitated 
multiple-unit dwellings in urban growth areas. 

 HB 2620 - Public Hearing - Expanding the property tax exemption for new and rehabilitated 
multiple-unit dwellings in urban growth areas. 

 HB 2625 - Exec Session - Concerning local parks funding options. (Support/High) 
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Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
February 1, 2020 
Page 4 of 15 

 HB 2746 - Exec Session - Concerning affordable housing incentives. 
 HB 2746 - Public Hearing - Concerning affordable housing incentives. 
 HB 2778 - Exec Session - Concerning community redevelopment financing in apportionment 

districts. 
 HB 2797 - Exec Session - Concerning the sales and use tax for affordable and supportive housing. 
 HB 2797 - Public Hearing - Concerning the sales and use tax for affordable and supportive housing. 
 HB 2907 - Exec Session - Authorizing counties with populations over two million to impose an 

excise tax on business. 
 HJR 4212 - Public Hearing - Providing for community redevelopment financing in apportionment 

districts. 
 

 
 
 

Bill # Abbrev. Title Short Description Status Sponsor Position Priority 

HB 1204 
(E2SSB 
5397) 

Plastic packaging 

Concerning the 
responsible 
management of plastic 
packaging. 

H Env & 
Energy Peterson   

2SHB 1205 Plastic bags 

Reducing pollution 
from plastic bags by 
establishing minimum 
state standards for the 
use of bags at retail 
establishments. 

H Rules R Peterson   

SHB 1371 Parks benefit districts 
Concerning the 
creation of parks 
benefit districts. 

H Finance Eslick   

HB 1374 Local gov firearm 
regulation 

Relating to local 
government authority 
to regulate firearms. 

H Civil R & Judi Macri   

SHB 1591 Homelessness rights 

Concerning the rights 
of persons 
experiencing 
homelessness. 

H Approps Gregerson   

SHB 1598 City annexing/interlocal 
ag. 

Providing code cities 
of a certain size with 
the ability to annex 
unincorporated areas 
without a referendum 
provision pursuant to 
a jointly approved 
interlocal agreement 
with the county. 

H Rules C Doglio   

HB 1679 
(SSB 5676) Councilmanic REET/GMA 

Authorizing cities 
planning under the 
growth management 
act to impose certain 
real estate excise taxes 
by councilmanic 

H Finance Frame   
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Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
February 1, 2020 
Page 5 of 15 

action. 

HB 1699 Deannexation/parks & 
rec. 

Concerning the 
deannexation of a 
portion of land from a 
park and recreation 
district. 

H Rules X Eslick   

HB 1814 
(2E2SSB 
5720) 

Involuntary treatment act 
Concerning the 
involuntary treatment 
act. 

H Civil R & Judi Orwall   

2SHB 1938 Local infra. investment 
prg 

Creating a local 
infrastructure 
investment program 
to support the 
development of 
affordable housing, 
workforce housing, 
and revitalization 
efforts. 

H Hous, Com 
Dev & Steele   

SHB 2069 Utility service charges 

Concerning a property 
owner's or tenant's 
liability for delinquent 
and unpaid utility 
service charges. 

H Civil R & Judi Dufault Oppose  

HB 2193 
(SSB 6074) 

Financial fraud/theft 
crimes 

Reauthorizing and 
expanding the 
financial fraud and 
identity theft crimes 
investigation and 
prosecution program. 

H Approps Kirby   

HB 2206 GMA/rural gov. services 

Concerning equity by 
authorizing 
government services 
outside of urban 
growth areas. 

H Env & 
Energy MacEwen   

HB 2227 
(SB 6031) Vehicle taxes & fees 

Limiting state and 
local taxes, fees, and 
other charges relating 
to vehicles. 

H Trans Young   

HB 2282 Unused public buildings 

Creating a grant 
program for 
converting unused 
public buildings to 
housing for homeless 
persons. 

H Cap Budget Walsh   

HB 2285 Road 
maintenance/planning 

Elevating road 
maintenance and 
preservation in 
transportation 
planning. 

H Trans McCaslin   

HB 2307 Fireworks prohibitions 
Concerning fireworks 
prohibitions adopted 
by cities or counties. 

H Rules R Fitzgibbon   
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HB 2322 
(SB 6497) 

Transp. budget, 
supplemental 

Making supplemental 
transportation 
appropriations for the 
2019-2021 fiscal 
biennium. 

H Trans Fey   

HB 2324 
(SB 6248) 

Capital budget, 
supplemental 

Concerning the capital 
budget. 

H Cap Budget Tharinger   

HB 2325 
(SB 6168) 

Operating budget, 
supplement 

Making 2019-2021 
fiscal biennium 
supplemental 
operating 
appropriations. 

H Approps Ormsby   

HB 2331 OPMA agendas & notices 

Modifying the 
requirements for 
posting agendas and 
notices under the 
open public meetings 
act. 

H State Govt & 
T Kraft   

HB 2336 Contingency management 

Reimbursing 
contingency 
management 
programs. 

H HC/Wellness Davis   

HB 2342 Comprehensive plan 
updates 

Aligning the timing of 
comprehensive plan 
updates required by 
the growth 
management act with 
the timing of shoreline 
master program 
updates required by 
the shoreline 
management act. 

H Env & 
Energy Fitzgibbon   

SHB 2343 Urban housing Concerning urban 
housing supply. 

H Rules R Fitzgibbon   

HB 2362 
(SB 6652) 

Local transportation 
revenue 

Addressing local 
transportation 
revenue options. 

H Trans Ramos   

HB 2370 Growth mngmt board 
standing 

Concerning standing 
before the growth 
management hearings 
board. 

H Env & 
Energy Hoff   

SHB 2388 Homelessness definitions 

Standardizing 
definitions of 
homelessness to 
improve access to 
services. 

H Approps Senn   

HB 2427 
(SB 6453) Climate change/GMA 

Tackling climate 
change as a goal of the 
growth management 
act. 

H Env & 
Energy Duerr   

HB 2503 Fish passage barrier 
removal 

Addressing the 
removal of fish 

H Trans Barkis   
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passage barriers. 

HB 2507 Wastewater pollution 
Addressing illicit 
discharges of 
wastewater pollution. 

H Env & 
Energy Irwin   

HB 2508 
(SB 6481) City utility surplus 

Simplifying the 
process for donating 
low-value surplus 
property owned by a 
city-owned utility. 

H Local Govt Wylie   

HB 2536 Rural character/GMA 

Updating rural 
character under the 
growth management 
act. 

H Env & 
Energy Maycumber   

HB 2545 Jail records/managed 
health 

Making jail records 
available to managed 
health care systems. 

H PSDP Davis   

HB 2549 Salmon recovery 
efforts/GMA 

Integrating salmon 
recovery efforts with 
growth management. 

H Env & 
Energy Lekanoff   

HB 2570 Accessory dwelling units 

Managing growth by 
planning and zoning 
for accessory dwelling 
units. 

H Env & 
Energy Gregerson   

HB 2586 
(SB 6496) Electrification 

Concerning the 
electrification of 
homes and buildings. 

H Env & 
Energy Ramel   

SHB 2607 Identicards/homelessness 

Assisting homeless 
individuals in 
obtaining Washington 
state identicards. 

H HSELDPS Callan   

HB 2609 
(SB 6335) Climate change/GMA 

Addressing climate 
change through 
growth management. 

H Env & 
Energy Duerr   

HB 2620 
(SB 6411) 

Multiple-unit 
dwellings/tax 

Expanding the 
property tax 
exemption for new 
and rehabilitated 
multiple-unit 
dwellings in urban 
growth areas. 

H Finance Walen   

HB 2625 Local parks funding 
options 

Concerning local parks 
funding options. 

H Finance Eslick Support High 

HB 2640 
(SB 6504) Private detention/GMA 

Clarifying that 
facilities that are 
operated by a private 
entity in which 
persons are detained 
in custody under 
process of law 
pending the outcome 
of legal proceedings 
are not essential 

H ENVIDP Fey   
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public facilities under 
the growth 
management act. 

HB 2642 Sub. use disorder 
coverage 

Removing health 
coverage barriers to 
accessing substance 
use disorder 
treatment services. 

H HC/Wellness Davis   

HB 2649 Homeless shelter capacity Concerning homeless 
shelter capacity. 

H Hous, Com 
Dev Ryu   

HB 2656 
(SB 6627) Single-use food service 

Reducing waste 
associated with single-
use food service 
products. 

H Env & 
Energy Gregerson   

HB 2659 
(SB 6350) Vehicle taxes & fees 

Limiting state and 
local taxes, fees, and 
other charges relating 
to vehicles. 

H Trans Young   

HB 2687 GMA/affordable housing 
plans 

Planning for 
affordable housing 
under the growth 
management act. 

H Env & 
Energy Barkis   

HB 2715 
(SB 6217) Airport labor standards 

Concerning minimum 
labor standards for 
certain employees 
working at an airport 
or air navigation 
facility. 

H Labor & 
Workpl 

Gregerson   

HB 2746 Afford. housing incentives Concerning affordable 
housing incentives. 

H Finance Ramel   

HB 2774 Housing/state property 
inven 

Concerning the 
inventory of 
underutilized, state-
owned property that 
may be suitable for 
the development of 
affordable housing. 

H Hous, Com 
Dev Ryu   

HB 2778 Community redevel. 
financing 

Concerning 
community 
redevelopment 
financing in 
apportionment 
districts. 

H Finance Sullivan   

HB 2780 
(SB 6536) Single-family zones 

Creating more housing 
options in 
traditionally single-
family zones. 

H Env & 
Energy Macri Oppose  

HB 2786 Opioid response council 

Establishing the 
opioid epidemic 
response advisory 
council. 

H Approps Robinson   

HB 2797 Housing/sales & use tax Concerning the sales H Finance Robinson   
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(SB 6631) and use tax for 
affordable and 
supportive housing. 

HB 2802 GMA hearings board 
admin. 

Aligning the 
administration of the 
growth management 
hearings board with 
other boards within 
the environmental 
land use and hearings 
office by modifying 
requirements 
pertaining to growth 
management hearings 
board membership 
and the duties and 
responsibilities of 
members, 
streamlining 
procedures in cases 
before the growth 
management hearings 
board, and allowing 
the use of 
administrative 
appeals judges in 
growth management 
hearings board 
proceedings. 

H Env & 
Energy Fitzgibbon   

HB 2804 Local government 
infrastruct 

Addressing local 
government 
infrastructure. 

H Local Govt Duerr   

HB 2834 
(SB 6426) Identicard/homeless 

Implementing an 
identicard program to 
provide individuals a 
Washington state 
issued identicard. 

H Approps Harris   

HB 2886 Local government 
permitting 

Concerning local 
government 
permitting and land 
use decisions. 

H Local Govt Gildon   

HB 2893 Homeless individuals Concerning homeless 
individuals. 

H Civil R & Judi Thai Oppose  

HB 2907 County business excise 
tax 

Authorizing counties 
with populations over 
two million to impose 
an excise tax on 
business. 

H Finance Macri   

HB 2913 Transportation revenue 
Concerning 
transportation 
revenue. 

H Trans Fey   

HJR 4212 Community redevel. Providing for H Finance Sullivan   
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financing community 
redevelopment 
financing in 
apportionment 
districts. 

ESSB 5323 Plastic bags 

Reducing pollution 
from plastic bags by 
establishing minimum 
state standards for the 
use of bags at retail 
establishments. 

H Env & 
Energy Das   

E2SSB 5397 Plastic packaging 

Concerning the 
responsible 
management of plastic 
packaging. 

C 460 L 19 Rolfes   

SSB 5676 Councilmanic REET/GMA 

Authorizing cities 
planning under the 
growth management 
act to impose certain 
real estate excise taxes 
by council action. 

S Rules 2 Takko   

SSB 5680 Parks benefit districts 
Concerning the 
creation of parks 
benefit districts. 

S Ways & 
Means Liias   

2E2SSB 
5720 Involuntary treatment act 

Concerning the 
involuntary treatment 
act. 

H Civil R & Judi Dhingra  Medium 

SB 6031 
(HB 2227) Vehicle taxes & fees 

Limiting state and 
local taxes, fees, and 
other charges relating 
to vehicles. 

S 
Transportation Fortunato   

SSB 6074 Financial fraud/theft 
crimes 

Reauthorizing and 
expanding the 
financial fraud and 
identity theft crimes 
investigation and 
prosecution program. 

S Ways & 
Means Dhingra   

SB 6109 Executorships 

Ensuring persons with 
serious mental illness 
and substance use 
disorders receive 
proper care and 
assistance. 

S Behavioral 
Hea O'Ban   

SB 6125 PERS/elected positions 

Concerning 
postretirement work 
in an elected city or 
county council 
position. 

S Ways & 
Means Hunt   

SB 6126 Housing tax/councilmanic 

Allowing the local 
sales and use tax for 
affordable housing to 
be imposed by a 

S Rules 2 Hunt   
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councilmanic 
authority. 

SSB 6148 Peace officer polygraphs Concerning peace 
officer certification. 

S Rules 2 Salomon   

SB 6150 GMA actions effective date 

Concerning the 
effective date of 
certain actions taken 
under the growth 
management act. 

S Local 
Governme Salomon   

SB 6167 
(HB 2522) 

Homelessness BSA 
approps. 

Making expenditures 
from the budget 
stabilization account 
to alleviate the issue 
of homelessness. 

S Ways & 
Means Rolfes   

SB 6168 
(HB 2325) 

Operating budget, 
supplement 

Making 2019-2021 
fiscal biennium 
supplemental 
operating 
appropriations. 

S Ways & 
Means Rolfes   

SB 6186 Homelessness diversion 
Prioritizing 
homelessness 
diversion services. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Zeiger   

SB 6194 Multiple business taxes 

Prohibiting cities and 
towns from citing the 
same statutory 
authority to impose 
multiple business 
taxes. 

S Local 
Governme Braun   

SB 6196 Homelessness impact 
grants 

Creating a 
homelessness impact 
grant program to 
address security and 
sanitation impacts of 
homeless populations. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Braun   

SB 6212 
(HB 2489) 

Affordable housing/prop. 
tax 

Concerning the 
authority of counties, 
cities, and towns to 
exceed statutory 
property tax 
limitations for the 
purpose of financing 
affordable housing for 
very low-income 
households and low-
income households. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Das   

SB 6217 
(HB 2715) Airport labor standards 

Concerning minimum 
labor standards for 
certain employees 
working at an airport 
or air navigation 
facility. 

S Labor & 
Commer Keiser   

SSB 6237 Day-care facilities/cities Authorizing and S Rules 2 Kuderer   
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encouraging cities to 
notify the department 
of children, youth, and 
families of conditions 
at family day-care 
provider facilities that 
could cause harm to a 
child's health, welfare, 
or safety. 

SB 6245 Vehicle taxes & fees 

Limiting state and 
local taxes, fees, and 
other charges relating 
to vehicles. 

S 
Transportation O'Ban   

SB 6302 Home occupant load 
limits 

Prohibiting local 
governments from 
limiting the number of 
unrelated persons 
occupying a home. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Rolfes   

SB 6304 
(SHB 2607) Identicards/homelessness 

Assisting homeless 
individuals in 
obtaining Washington 
state identicards. 

S 
Transportation Liias   

SB 6328 Local infra. investment 
prg 

Creating a local 
infrastructure 
investment program 
to support the 
development of 
affordable housing, 
workforce housing, 
and revitalization 
efforts. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Warnick   

SB 6334 
(SHB 2343) Urban housing Concerning urban 

housing supply. 
S Housing 
Stabil  

Salomon   

SB 6335 
(HB 2609) Climate change/GMA 

Addressing climate 
change through 
growth management. 

S Local 
Governme Salomon   

SB 6350 
(HB 2659) Vehicle taxes & fees 

Limiting state and 
local taxes, fees, and 
other charges relating 
to vehicles. 

S 
Transportation Fortunato   

SB 6364 Impact fee schedule 

Incentivizing smaller, 
more affordable 
single-family home 
development through 
impact fee schedule 
modifications. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Zeiger   

SB 6388 Housing/impact fees 

Concerning impact 
fees for multifamily 
and single-family 
housing. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Zeiger   

SB 6411 
(HB 2620) 

Multiple-unit 
dwellings/tax 

Expanding the 
property tax 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Das   
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exemption for new 
and rehabilitated 
multiple-unit 
dwellings in urban 
growth areas. 

SB 6426 
(HB 2834) Identicard/homeless 

Implementing an 
identicard program to 
provide individuals a 
Washington state 
issued identicard. 

S 
Transportation Cleveland   

SB 6453 
(HB 2427) Climate change/GMA 

Tackling climate 
change as a goal of the 
growth management 
act. 

S Local 
Governme Salomon   

SB 6463 Comp. plans/environment 

Eliminating 
environmental 
analysis and 
mitigation 
requirements on 
projects within the 
comprehensive plan. 

S Local 
Governme Wilson   

SB 6472 
(SHB 2388) Homelessness definitions 

Standardizing 
definitions of 
homelessness to 
improve access to 
services. 

S Human Svcs, 
Re Lovelett   

SB 6481 
(HB 2508) City utility surplus 

Simplifying the 
process for donating 
low-value surplus 
property owned by a 
city-owned utility. 

S Rules 2 Cleveland   

SB 6490 
(HB 2878) Criminal justice/housing 

Addressing housing 
concerns for 
individuals impacted 
by the criminal justice 
system. 

S Human Svcs, 
Re Darneille   

SB 6496 
(HB 2586) Electrification 

Concerning the 
electrification of 
homes and buildings. 

S Environment, 
E Lovelett   

SB 6504 
(HB 2640) Private detention/GMA 

Clarifying that 
facilities that are 
operated by a private 
entity in which 
persons are detained 
in custody under 
process of law 
pending the outcome 
of legal proceedings 
are not essential 
public facilities under 
the growth 
management act. 

S Local 
Governme Darneille   
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SB 6536 
(HB 2780) Single-family zones 

Creating more housing 
options in 
traditionally single-
family zones. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Das Oppose  

SB 6546 Shared housing Incentivizing shared 
housing. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Zeiger   

SB 6566 Kitsap comprehensive 
plan 

Amending the 
schedule for updates 
to the comprehensive 
plan of Kitsap county 
that are required 
under the growth 
management act to 
match the update 
schedules of other 
central Puget Sound 
counties. 

S Local 
Governme Randall   

SB 6574 GMHB & ELUHO powers, 
duties 

Clarifying the 
respective 
administrative 
powers, duties, and 
responsibilities of the 
growth management 
hearings board and 
the environmental 
land use and hearings 
office. 

S Local 
Governme Takko   

SB 6585 Medication-assisted 
tx/jails 

Encouraging the use of 
medication-assisted 
treatment within jails. 

S Human Svcs, 
Re Zeiger   

SB 6586 Electric vehicles/per mile 
Implementing a per 
mile charge on electric 
and hybrid vehicles. 

S 
Transportation Salda?a   

SB 6617 Accessory dwelling units 
Concerning accessory 
dwelling unit 
regulation. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Liias   

SB 6631 
(HB 2797) Housing/sales & use tax 

Concerning the sales 
and use tax for 
affordable and 
supportive housing. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Salda?a   

SB 6643 Abandon/council-
manager plan 

Combining a 
resolution proposing 
abandonment and a 
resolution proposing a 
council-manager plan 
of government into a 
single proposition. 

S Local 
Governmen Takko   

SB 6649 Emerg. homeless 
shelters/tax 

Establishing a local 
sales and use tax 
option to fund 
emergency homeless 
shelters. 

S Housing 
Stabil  

Zeiger   
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Page 1 

Prepared by Senate Committee Services 
Chair Proposed 

Chair Proposed 2-5-2020 
2020 New Law Transportation Funding Proposal Summary 

15 Year: FY 2021 – FY 2035 

Summary: 

Option 1A - Carbon Fee Utilities Included: 

Assumptions include imposing a flat rate $10 per metric ton for utilities and $15 per metric ton 

for other entities on July 1, 2021 on carbon dioxide emissions on the sale or use of fossil fuels 

within the state of Washington and the sale or use of electricity in Washington generated using 

fossil fuels.     

Exemptions include: energy-intensive trade-exposed (EITE) facilities; the sale or use of coal 

transition power; fuel used solely for agricultural purposes; aircraft fuel; fossil fuels and electricity 

used to manufacture timber products; activities or property of Indian tribes and individual 

Indians that are exempt from state taxation as a matter of federal law or state law; eligible 

renewable resources; biogas, biodiesel, cellulosic ethanol, and renewable diesel; and a variety of 

other industries and entities. 

Option 1B - Carbon Fee Transportation Sector Only, Utilities Excluded: 

Assumptions include imposing a flat rate $20 per metric ton on July 1, 2021 on carbon dioxide 
emissions on the sale or use of fossil fuels within the state of Washington for transportation 
sector fuels only.  Utilities are excluded from this carbon fee.  

Exemptions include fuel used solely for agricultural purposes; aircraft fuel; marine fuel; rail; and 
exported transportation fuel. 

Revenue from the carbon fee is available for environmental investments throughout the 
transportation system including: 

• Fish passage barrier removal/corrections;

• Removal of key local fish passage barriers using a watershed approach;

• Storm water improvements;

• Next generation ferry vessel and terminal investments including electrification
initiatives;

• Energy grid upgrades targeting transportation electrification;

• Debt service repayment on related capital investments.

ATTACHMENT 3
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Page 2 
 
Prepared by Senate Committee Services   

Chair Proposed 
 

   

Option 2 - Cap and Invest Program: 

 

Based on PSSB 5981, assumptions include creation of a program to cap and then reduce 

statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. GHG emissions allowances are distributed by the 

state in a declining amount each year to meet emission targets established for 2035 and 2050. 

The program is to be designed to link with other jurisdictions with similar trading programs. 

 

The program starts January 1, 2021, for entities that emit equal to or greater than 25,000 metric 

tons of CO2 equivalent and entities that choose to opt-in to the program. For EITEs, January 1, 

2024. Exempted entities: Biomass, biofuel, aviation and watercraft fuels, coal-fired electric 

generation and national security facilities. 

The state revenue from cap and invest system is available for environmental investments 
throughout the transportation system including: 
  

• Fish passage barrier removal/corrections; 

• Removal of key local fish passage barriers using a watershed approach; 

• Storm water improvements; 

• Next generation ferry vessel and terminal investments including electrification 
initiatives; 

• Energy grid upgrades targeting transportation electrification; 
 
Motor and Special Fuels Excise Tax: 
 
Option 1A and Option 2 raise the state’s fuel tax rate to 55.4 cents per gallon, an increase of 6 
cents per gallon.  
 
Option 1B Raises the state’s fuel tax rate to 57.4 cents per gallon, an increase of 8 cents per 
gallon.  
 
Revenue from the tax is available for transportation investments including: 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal highway/road/street improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; 

• State highway related facilities; and 

• Debt service repayment on related capital investments. 
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Assessed Value Transportation Assessment: 
 
Imposes a statewide transportation impact fee based on assessed value of 0.4% for commercial 
development, 0.1% for manufacturing development, and 0.2% for residential development.  
This assessment only applies to new construction.  Exemptions are provided for designated 
forestland, agriculture land, and timberland. 
 
Revenue from the fee is available for development and growth management investments 
including: 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal transportation improvements and preservation; 

• Direct distributions to cities and counties; 

• Grant funding through CRAB, FMSIB, TIB, and WSDOT Local Programs including; 
o Bicycle and Pedestrian projects and grant program 
o Safe Routes to Schools grant program 
o Complete Streets grant program 

• Removal of key local fish passage barriers using a watershed approach; and 

• Grants to port districts. 
 
Truck Fees: 
 
Graduated freight project fee increases averaging 16% per biennium. International Fuel Tax 
Agreement (IFTA) Decal increased by$22.50 & 3-day trip permit fee increased by $20. 
 
Revenue from the fees are available for transportation investments including: 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal highway/road/street improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; 

• State highway related facilities; 

• Grant funding through FMSIB; and 

• Grants to port districts. 
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Enhanced Driver’s License (EDL) & Identicard (EID) Fee: 
 
Increases the EDL and EID fees by $15 beginning in October of 2020. 
 
Revenue from the fee is available for transportation investments including: 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal transportation improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; 

• State highway related facilities; 

• PCC railroad upgrades; and 

• Grant funding through the WSDOT Public Transportation Program including: 
o Special Needs 
o Rural Mobility 
o Bus & Bus Facility 
o Vanpool 
o Transit Coordination 
o Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) 

 
 
Auto Parts Sales & Use Tax: 
 
Increases the sales and use tax rate on the sale of auto parts by 1%. 
 
Revenue from the incremental increase in the tax is available for transportation investments 
including: 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal highway/road/street improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; and 

• State highway related facilities. 
 
 
Rental Car Tax: 
 
Increases the rental car tax by 1%. 
 
Revenue from the incremental increase in the tax is available for transportation investments 
including: 
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• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal transportation improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; and 

• State highway related facilities. 
 
 
For-Hire Vehicle Fee: 
 
Imposes a 50 cent per trip fee on for-hire vehicles which includes transportation network 
companies and taxicabs. 
 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; 

• Tribal transportation improvements and preservation; 

• State highway maintenance; 

• State highway traffic operations; 

• State highway related facilities; 

• PCC railroad upgrades; and 

• Grant funding through the WSDOT Public Transportation Program including: 
o Special Needs 
o Rural Mobility 
o Bus & Bus Facility 
o Vanpool 
o Transit Coordination 
o Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) 

 
Washington State Ferries (WSF) Capital Vessel Surcharge: 
 
Raises the capital vessel surcharge to 75 cents, an increase of 25 cents.  
 
Revenue from the surcharge is available for next generation ferry vessel and terminal 
investments including electrification initiatives. 
 
Bicycle Sales & Use Tax: 
 
Increases the sales and use tax rate on the sale of new bicycles, including e-bikes, by 1%. 
 
Revenue from the tax is available for transportation investments including: 
 

• Grant funding through WSDOT Local Programs including: 
o Bicycle and Pedestrian projects and grant program 
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o Safe Routes to Schools grant program 
o Complete Streets grant program 

• State highway and local road/street improvements and preservation; and 

• Tribal transportation improvements and preservation. 

 
 
Bond Authorization: 
 
A $5 billion bond authorization, backed by fuel tax revenues, is needed to expedite construction 
of priority capital projects identified by the Legislature. 

 
Other Included Policy Initiatives:  
 

• Identify watershed based fish passage barrier remediation and the US 2 trestle project 
as projects of statewide significance. 

• Advance delivery of the SR 432 project. 

• Legislation providing a $50 document fee increase ($200 total) for auto dealers.  
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Revenue Item

Chair Proposed 

Option 1A       

(Carbon Fee, 

Utilities included)

Chair Proposed 

Option 1B       

(Carbon Fee, 

Utilities excluded)

Chair Proposed 

Option 2              

(Cap & Invest)

Carbon Pollution Fee

- Option 1A - $10 per metric ton for utilities and $15 per metric ton for other entities on 7/1/2021 

with exemptions, no growth factor.  

-  Option 1B - $20 per metric ton for transportation sector only on 7/1/2021 with exemptions, no 

growth factor.  Utilities excluded entirely.

Cap & Invest Revenues

 -  The state revenue from Cap and Invest system, which is designed to limit greenhouse gas 

emissions to targets established for 2035 and 2050, is dedicated for transportation purposes.

Fuel Taxes

 -  Options 1A & 2 =6 cent increase on 7/1/2020, with total state gas tax=55.4 cents.

 -  Options 1B= 8 cent increase on 7/1/2020, with total state gas tax=57.4 cents.

Statewide Special Transportation Benefit Assessment

 -  New assessment on new construction  value increase on 7/1/2020.  Residential = $2 per $1,000 

AAV;  Manufacturing=$1 per $1,000 AAV, Commercial/All Other=$4 per $1,000 of AAV. Forestland, 

agriculture land and timberland are exempt. 

For-Hire Vehicles and Transportation Network Company Fees

 - New $50 cent per trip fee on taxicabs and TNCs (e.g. Uber, Lyft) on 7/1/2020.

Automobile Parts Sales and Use Tax

 - 1% increase on 7/1/2020.

Enhanced Driver's Licenses and Identicards

 - $24 fee increased to $39 on 10/1/2020 (6-year license).

Freight Project Fees  

  -  Additional 10-22% freight project fee phased-in over 5 biennia.

Trip Permit Fees (3-day for unlicensed drivers or oversized loads)

 -  $25 fee increased to $45 on 7/1/2020.

Increase in IFTA Decals (Interstate trucks) 

 - $10 fee increased to $32.50 on 7/1/2020.

Rental Car Tax

 - 5.9% increased to 6.9% on 7/1/2020.

Capital Vessel Surcharge

  - 50 cent surcharge increased to 75 cents on 7/1/2020.

Bicycle Sales and Use Tax

 - 1% increase on 7/1/2020.

Tacoma Narrows Bridge Transfers

 - A total of $114.5 million in transfers from the Forward Washington Account to the Tacoma 

Narrows Bridge Account are made to prevent future toll rate increases for the Tacoma Narrows 

Bridge.

Interest Income

 - Forward Washington Account and Forward Flexible Account interest earnings.

New Law Revenue Total $15,487.3 $15,467.3 $15,076.3

Estimated 15-Year (FY 2021-FY 2035) Revenue Impacts of New Law Proposals for 2020 Session

15 $25 $25

$8,057

$0

$4,299

$1,671

$456

$403

$175

$243

$52

$12

$108

$67

$15

($114)

$25

3 $3,224 $3,224

4 $1,671 $1,671

2 $0 $8,741

(Dollars in Millions)

1 $9,152 $0

13 $15 $15

14 ($114) ($114)

11 $108 $108

12 $67 $67

9 $52 $52

10 $12 $12

7 $175 $175

8 $243 $243

5 $456 $456

6 $403 $403
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Project Title Leg Dist Fund Total
Highway Improvements Program (I) Total 11,711,742

1 I-5 Bridge Replacement 49 FWA/Fed/Toll/Other 3,140,000
2 SR 18 Widening – Issaquah/Hobart Rd to Raging River 5 FWA 259,000
3 SR 9 Widening – 176th St SE to SR 96 1, 44 FWA 58,200
4 SR 522 Widening 1 FWA 83,600
5 SR 522 Paradise Lake Road Interchange 1 FWA 83,600
6 Apple Capital Loop 12 FWA 169,000
7 Watershed Fish Passage Barrier Removal Multiple FWA 3,500,000
8 Stormwater Retrofits & Improvements Multiple FWA 500,000
9 US 2 Monroe Bypass and Widening 39 FWA 58,500

10 SR 410/White River Bridge 31 FWA 56,906
11 SR 162/Sumner to Orting Improvements - Engineering & ROW 2, 25, 31 FWA 300
12 Columbia River Bridge Replacement/Hood River to White Salmon 14 FWA/Toll/Other 343,998
13 SR 520 Noise Mitigation 43, 48 FWA 2,000
14 I-5/US 101 South Sound Corridor Study 28, 22, 2, 35 FWA 7,000
15 SR 125/State Line to Walla Walla - Intersection Improvements 16 FWA 18,903
16 I-90/Kittitas to Vantage - Wildlife Fence 13 FWA 11,582
17 US 12/Naches to Yakima - Safety Improvements 14, 15 FWA 2,777
18 US 12 Ackley Road Intersection Safety Improvements 14, 15 FWA 1,669
19 US 12 Cowiche Creek Bridge Replacement 14, 15 FWA 19,012
20 SR 410 Rock Creek Chronic Environmental Deficiency 14 FWA 7,095
21 US 97 Union Gap - Construct Beltway Connection 15 FWA 12,070
22 US 12 East of White Pass - Add Passing Lanes 14 FWA 6,943
23 SR 99/Aurora Avenue Bridge Safety Improvements 36, 43 FWA 70,000
24 I-5/JBLM HOV Improvements 27, 28, 29 FWA 350,000
25 US 2 Trestle Full Rebuild 38, 44 FWA/Toll/Other 1,802,219
26 I-405/NE 8th St Renton Interchange 11, 37 FWA/Toll 245,000
27 US 395/Eltopia Interchange 9 FWA 22,512
28 US 395/Foster Wells Road Interchange 9, 16 FWA 20,372
29 US 12/Wallula to Nine Mile Hill Widening 16 FWA 207,313
30 SR 3/Belfair Area - Widening and Safety Improvements (Phase 2) 35 FWA 35,000
31 US 101 Shelton Centerline Safety 35 FWA 5,064
32 SR 3/SR 16 Intersection Improvements 26, 35 FWA 43,987
33 SR 3/Gorst Area - Widening 35, 26 FWA 413,595
34 SR 6/Pluvius Bridge 19 FWA 17,533
35 SR 516/185th to 192nd Widening (Design and Right of Way) 47 FWA 2,000
36 SR 18 Corridor Study 47 FWA 1,000
37 SR 16 Gig Harbor Congestion Improvements 26 FWA 2,095
38 SR 16/SR 160 Roundabouts 26 FWA 7,440
39 SR 410 Improvements - Traffic Ave, SR 162, & 166th Ave 25, 31 FWA 35,099
40 I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvements 25 FWA 20,000
41 SR 104 Realignment for Ferry Traffic 23 FWA 11,000
42 SR 109/Moclips River Bridge Replacement 24 FWA 7,000
43 US 101/Simdars Rd Interchange 24 FWA 7,544
44 US 101 Climbing Lanes 24 FWA 6,500
45 SR 105 Culvert and Drainage Improvements 19 FWA 1,214
46 SR 530/Chief Brown Lane Safety Improvements 39 FWA 12,100
47 SR 548 Blaine Grade Crossing 42 FWA 24,000
48 SR 432 Longview Grade Crossing 19 CWA Advance

LEAP Transportation Document 2020 NL-1 as developed February 5, 2020
Forward Washington Projects

($ Thousands)
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Project Title Leg Dist Fund Total
Highway Preservation Program (P) Total 1,000,000

49 Highway Preservation Multiple FWA 869,000
50 I-90/RR, Broadway, Park Rd Crossings - Expansion Joint Repair 4 FWA 1,800
51 SR 206/Bruce Rd to Mt Spokane State Park - Chip Seal 4 FWA 1,400
52 SR 27/Freeman to 32nd Ave - Chip Seal 4 FWA 700
53 US 197/The Dalles Bridge Deck Replacement 14 FWA 11,800
54 US 97/Satus Creek Bridge - Bridge Replacement 14 FWA 6,600
55 SR 14/0.4 Mile East of Lyle - Slope Stabilization 14 FWA 6,000
56 SR 241 Mabton Bridge Shortfall 15 FWA 2,500
57 US 12 White Pass Corridor Preservation 14, 20 FWA 80,000
58 SR 410/288th Ave Se Vic to Crystal Mountain Blvd Vic - BST 31 FWA 6,400
59 SR 162/Spiketon Creek Bridge - Bridge Replacement 31 FWA 3,700
60 SR 410/W of SR 162 on-ramp to White River Br - Paving 31 FWA 3,200
61 SR 3/Goldsborough Creek Bridge - Replace Bridge 35 FWA 3,400
62 US 101/N of Sund Creek to N of Bourgault Rd - Chip Seal 35 FWA 1,900
63 SR 106/US 101 to W of SR 3 - Chip Seal 35 FWA 1,600

Washington State Ferries Capital Program (W) Total 1,403,400
64 Vessel & Terminal Construction/Preservation Multiple FWA 1,312,000
65 Vessel Electrification Multiple FWA 91,400

Rail Capital Program (Y) Total 162,500
66 PCC Rail lines rebuilt to Class 2 (25mph) standard 6, 7, 9, 12, 13 FFA 150,000
67 Clark County Chelatchie Prairie RR 18 FFA 12,500

Local Programs (Z) Total 355,300
68 Tacoma Puyallup River Bridge 25, 27 FWA 110,000
69 Highland Park Way SW & SW Holden St Roundabout 34 FWA 2,500
70 Wollochet Dr NW Widening 26 FWA 18,000
71 Canyon Road Regional Connection Project 25 FWA 50,000
72 Moclips Highway/SR 109 to US 101 Chip Seal 24 FWA 1,200
73 Evacuation Street Relocation 24 FWA 1,300
74 Kla Ook Wa Drive Extension 24 FWA 1,700
75 US 101/N Valley Dr to N Reservation Rd Sidewalk 35 FWA 300
76 Nespelem School Loop Rd & Columbia River Rd Improvements 12 FWA 7,300
77 Gifford Ferry Rd Chip Seal 7 FWA 2,000
78 Inchelium Vicinity Road Improvements 7 FWA 2,500
79 Kartar Valley Road Improvements 12 FWA 5,000
80 Browning Street/Pioneer Way Reconstruction 25, 27 FWA 8,000
81 Puyallup to Tacoma Bike/Pedestrian Safety Link 25, 27 FWA 500
82 Sprague Avenue Phase II Improvements 3 FWA 5,000
83 Grove Street Overcrossing 38 FWA 22,000
84 Snohomish River Bridge and Trail Project 44 FWA 22,400
85 Sedro-Woolley Corridor Trail Bridge 39 FWA 30,600
86 Poplar Way Bridge 32 FWA 40,000
87 Division Street Bus Rapid Transit - Spokane Transit Authority 3 FFA 25,000

Notes to New-Law Transportation Project List

1
2

3 Fund Detail: FWA - Forward Washington Account; FFA - Forward Flex Account; Fed - federal funding assumed; Toll - 
unspecified toll revenue; CWA - Connecting Washington Account

Aging and phasing of project delivery is subject to further negotiation.
$1.47B toll, $1.25B federal, and $680M other (local contributions or border state contributions) revenue is included in this 
proposed highway improvement project list.
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 6 P.M. 

2020 Committee 
Councilmembers 

Ed Davis 
Kirk Scarboro 

Kevin Hanford 

SUBJECT: Affordable Housing Sales and Use Tax Follow Up 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

02/11/2020 Administration/ 
Finance 

Deborah Knight/ 
Becky Hasart 

Becky Hasart New Business E 

Discussion – Committee: 08/27/2019; 10/15/2019; 01/21/2020 
Discussion – Council: 09/17/2019 (Study Session) 
Attachments: 1. 10-15-2019 Q&A follow up memo

2. RCW 82-14-530 Affordable Housing Sales Tax
3. Exert from 10/15/2019 FHR HB1406 agenda bill

REQUESTED ACTION:  None. Informational only. 

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
RCW 82-14-530 allows a jurisdiction to impose up to a 1/10 of 1 percent sales and use tax for 
affordable housing purposes.  If approved by the voters prior to July 28, 2020, this tax would also 
be a qualifying local tax for purposes of House Bill 1406. 

During discussion at the committee meeting on October 15, 2019, the FHR committee requested 
additional information regarding this potential tax source. After the committee’s discussion on 
January 21, 2020, Mayor and staff were asked to bring the issue back for reconsideration in 
October. 

DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
RCW 82-14-530 allows cities, with voter approval, to implement up to a 1/10th of 1 percent sales 
and use tax for housing and related services, which can also be a qualifying local tax for purposes 
of House Bill 1406.  Attachment 1 is the memo sent out after the October meeting with details on 
how this money may be used and lists estimates for how much this money can generate. 

In order to be “instated” prior to the July 29, 2020 deadline for HB1406 purposes, the vote to enact 
this sales tax would have to occur on the April 28, 2020 special election.  The City Council would 
have to adopt a resolution and submit it to County elections no later than February 28, 2020 to 
qualify for the April election.  The City may request its voters to approve this tax after July 28, 
2020.  However, while the City would collect the new sales tax from this measure, anything after 
the July timeline would not qualify the City for the second half of the State’s sales tax associated 
with HB1406. 
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          806 West Main Street 

Monroe, WA  98272-2198 

(360) 794-7400 Fax: (360) 794-4007 

www.monroewa.gov 

 

 

MEMO 

 
TO: Mayor Thomas, City Council, and City Administrator Deborah 

Knight 

 

FROM:   Becky Hasart, Finance Director 

 

DATE:  11/4/2019 

 

RE:  Questions from October 15, 2019 Finance/HR Committee 

  

 
The following memo lists out the questions that were asked at the 10/15/2019 
Finance/HR Committee associated with the attached committee agenda item.  Also 
attached is a sales tax breakdown graph and sales tax comparison for Monroe along 
with the text of RCW 82.14.530. 
 
One item to note on the attached committee agenda item—there is a mistake regarding 
expected revenues associated with the QLT – Sales and Use Tax.  One tenth of one 
percent (0.1%) should be $477,000, not $47,700 and one half of one tenth of one 
percent (0.05%) should be 238,500 not $23,850.  The information below includes the 
corrected projections.  
 
As always, if you have any questions, please let me know.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
Q:  How can we spend the money? 
A:  Per RCW 82.14.530 (attached), a sales and use tax for housing and related services, 

one of the qualifying local taxes that the City is eligible to assess, must use: 
 

§(2)(a) …a minimum of sixty percent of the moneys collected under this section…for 
the following purposes: 

(i) Constructing affordable housing, which may include new units of affordable 
housing within an existing structure, and facilities providing housing-related 
services; or  

(ii) Constructing mental and behavioral health-related facilities; or 
(iii) Funding the operations and maintenance costs of new units of affordable 

housing and facilities where housing-related programs are provided, or 
newly constructed evaluation and treatment centers. 

§(2)(c) The remainder of the moneys collected under this section must be used for the 
operation, delivery, or evaluation of mental and behavioral health treatment programs 
and services or housing-related services. 
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Q:  Does the sales tax vote require a simple majority or supermajority to pass? 
A:  The sales tax vote requires a simple majority. 
 
Q:  When would we need to run an election for the sales tax option to be a 

qualifying   local tax for HB 1406? 
A:  To be a qualified local tax for the purposes of HB 1406, legislation regarding the 

Sales and Use Tax for Housing and Related Services only requires that the tax be 
“instated” by July 28, 2020, which has been determined to mean voter approved.  
Actual collections can occur after the July 28, 2020 date. 
 
To be “instated” by July 28, 2020, the City would have to present the sales and use 
tax to the voters in either February or April 2020.  Department of Revenue (DOR) 
requires a minimum of 75 days’ notice prior to the start of collections for the sales 
tax.  DOR also will only start collections at the beginning of a quarter with the 
exception of the fourth quarter, which is not eligible for the start of a new sales tax.  
The following chart outlines the timelines associated with both the February 2020 
and April 2020 special elections: 

 
Table 1:  Special Election Timelines 

Election date February 11, 2020 April 28, 2020 

Resolution to county By December 13, 
2019 

By February 28, 
2020 

Election certification February 21, 2020 May 8, 2020 

Start date for 
collection of taxes 
(after min 75 day 
notice) 

July 1, 2020  October 1, 2020 

Actual receipts to the 
City (sales taxes are 
on two month lag 
after collection) 

September 1, 2020 December 1, 2020 

 
The City can request this tax at any time in the future as long as the County has not 
enacted this sales tax; however the tax would not qualify as a “qualified local tax” per 
HB 1406 unless it is “instated” prior to July 28, 2020. 

 
Q.  What would the cost of an election be to run in either February or April? 
A.  Election costs vary depending on how many jurisdictions have an issue on that 

special election.  The average cost of a standalone election can be $50,000.  If there 
are multiple items on a specific election date, costs are shared among the 
appropriate jurisdictions based on the number of each jurisdiction’s registered voters.  
Snohomish County elections has indicated that there has been interest from other 
jurisdictions to run ballot measures for both February and April, 2020.  If that is the 
case, costs for the City of Monroe can be as low as $20,000. 

 
Q.  If approved by the voters, does this tax have an expiration date? 
A:  This tax is an ongoing tax (does not have a sunset date). 
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Q:  What other sales taxes are currently being collected in Monroe/included in the 

9.3% sales tax rate in Monroe? 
A:  The City of Monroe’s current sales tax rate is 9.3%.  The rate breaks down per the 

table below (also see attached Sales Tax graph and comparison): 
 
Table 2:  Monroe sales tax rate breakdown 

Jurisdiction Rate Notes 

State of Washington general 
tax 

6.5% Ongoing (no sunset) 

State criminal justice tax 0.1% Ongoing 

City regular and optional tax 1.0% Ongoing 

Monroe TBD tax 0.2% Ends December 2024  

Monroe public safety tax 0.1% Ongoing 

Local transit tax 1.2% Ongoing 

County mental health 0.1% Ongoing 

Snohomish County 911 0.1% Ongoing 

Total 9.3%  

 
The Monroe Transportation Benefit District (TBD) tax expires in December 2024.  
The Monroe TBD board can request one additional 10 year collection period for 
the TBD portion of sales tax with voter approval (simple majority). 

 
Q:  How does Monroe’s sales tax rate compare to other local jurisdictions? 
A: The following table compare’s Monroe’s current sales taxes to other Snohomish 

County cities: 
 

Table 3:  Sales tax rate comparison 

Rate Comparison City

Monroe* 9.3%

Bothell in SnoCo 10.4%

Everett 9.8%

Gold Bar 9.0%

Granite Falls 9.0%

Lake Stevens 9.0%

Lynnwood 10.5%

Marysville* 9.3%

Mill Creek 10.5%

Snohomish* 9.2%

Sultan 9.0%

*Italics includes TBD  
 

As indicated in the Table 3, the sales tax rate for those cities in italics include sales 
taxes for their local transportation benefit district. 
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Q: If approved, how much revenue do we anticipate receiving in the first year?  
Over the next ten years? 

A: The sales tax rate for the Sales and Use Tax authorized in RCW 82.14.530 can be up 
to one tenth of one percent (0.1%), similar to Monroe’s public safety sales tax.  The 
minimum the City could request from its voters is one half this amount.  The follow 
table represents a conservative estimate for revenue over a ten year period for the full 
0.1% authorization: 

 
Table 4:  Potential sales tax collection (10 Years) 

Ongoing Construction Total

2020 432,000$       45,000$         477,000$       

2021 437,443$       40,000$         477,443$       

2022 442,955$       40,000$         482,955$       

2023 448,536$       40,000$         488,536$       

2024 454,188$       40,000$         494,188$       

2025 459,911$       40,000$         499,911$       

2026 465,705$       40,000$         505,705$       

2027 471,573$       40,000$         511,573$       

2028 477,515$       40,000$         517,515$       

2029 483,532$       40,000$         523,532$       

2030 489,624$       40,000$         529,624$       

2031 495,794$       40,000$         535,794$       

10 year total 6,043,776$     
 

The sales tax revenue in Table 4 is similar to our expectations for the public safety 
portion of sales taxes.  This amount was escalated 1.26% per year for the ongoing 
amount, similar to the agreed upon escalator used for our Six Year General Fund 
Forecasts.  The construction portion of sales taxes remains stagnate to remain 
conservative.  Actuals on the construction portion of sales taxes would be cyclical 
based on the economy.  All numbers would be halved if the City requests one half of 
the full tax authority (the minimum tax request). 
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10/15/2019 FHR Agenda Bill exert 
 
 
 
 
 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
House Bill 1406 was introduced to the City Council at the September 17, 2019, Study Session 
(see Attachment 1) and was first introduced to the Legislative Affairs Committee on August 27, 
2019.   
 

House Bill 1406 requires the City Council to adopt a “resolution of intent” between July 28, 2019, 
and January 31, 2020, in order to receive a portion of the state’s sales tax for affordable housing 
and rental assistance programs for twenty years.   
 

There were two policy questions: 
1. Does the City Council want to implement HB 1406 before January 31, 2020? 
2. Does the City Council want to implement a qualifying local tax before July 31, 2020? 
 

The first policy question was answered at the September 17, 2019, Study Session. 
The City Council provided direction to move forward with a letter of intent to access the first half 
of the state’s sales tax credit.  
 

The City Council requested additional information regarding a qualifying local tax. After tonight’s 
discussion, should the Finance/HR Committee recommend that the City Council pursue 
implementing a qualifying local tax before July 31, 2020? 
 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
Attachment One details the state sales tax credit the City can utilize to help provide affordable 
and/or supportive housing. Again, the City is eligible to receive 0.0073 percent of the state sales 
tax credit with the adoption of the resolution of intent and then the appropriate ordinance. 
The City can access an additional 0.0073 percent if it also implements a “qualifying local tax” 
(QLT) prior to July 31, 2020. 
 

The three QLT options available to a city our size and in our geographic region are: 
 A sales and use tax for affordable housing (RCW 82.14.530);  
 Affordable housing tax levy (RCW 84.52.105); or 
 A levy lid lift (RCW 84.55.050) that is restricted solely to affordable housing. 

 

All three options would require voter approval with a simple majority vote and would have to be 
approved prior to July 31, 2020. 
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QLT – Sales and Use Tax 
House Bill 1406 allows cities, with voter approval, to implement up to one tenth of one percent 
(0.1 percent) of a sales tax to be used for affordable housing. The minimum sales tax that could 
be requested is half this amount or one half of one tenth of one percent (0.05 percent). 
Again, this amount would have to be voter approved but can be presented at any special, primary, 
or general election.  Current estimates on the amount that would be raised is: 

 One tenth of one percent (0.1%) $47,700 

 One half of one tenth of one percent (0.05%) $23,850 
 

QLT – Affordable housing levy (excess levy) 
House Bill 1406 allows cities, with voter approval, to implement an affordable housing levy up to 
$0.50 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for ten years. MRSC believes this levy would require an 
annual vote. There is no minimum on the amount of the levy but if the County also obtains an 
approval for this levy, the two levies cannot exceed $0.50 in the aggregate. If the two levies 
exceed the $0.50, the levy adopted last would adjust down until the aggregate is below $0.50. 
 

Before the City could go to the voters for this levy, the following is required by RCW 84.52.105 
(see Attachment 2): 

 The governing body of the county, city, or town declares the existence of an emergency 
with respect to the availability of housing that is affordable to very low-income households 
in the taxing district; and 

 The governing body of the county, city, or town adopts an affordable housing financing 
plan to serve as the plan for expenditure of funds raised by a levy authorized under this 
section, and the governing body determines that the affordable housing financing plan is 
consistent with either the locally adopted or state-adopted comprehensive housing 
affordability strategy, required under the Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing 
act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12701, et seq.), as amended. 

 

For tax year 2019, the following are amounts that could be realized from this tax levy: 

 $0.01 per $1,000 AV $      28,850 

 $0.10 per $1,000 AV $    288,500 

 $0.25 per $1,000 AV $    721,250 

 $0.50 per $1,000 AV $ 1,442,500 
 

QLT – Levy Lid Lift restricted solely to affordable housing 
House Bill 1406 allows cities, with voter approval, to implement an affordable housing levy lid lift 
to our existing property tax levy. There is no minimum or maximum rate per $1,000 of assessed 
value but the levy would be subject to our $1.60 property tax jurisdictional limit. However, 
Municipal Research Services Center (MRSC) has confirmed with the Department of Revenue that 
a city cannot request a levy lid lift while it still has banked property tax capacity. The City of Monroe 
would have to exhaust our banked capacity before we could request a levy lid lift, regardless of 
the use for the voted levy. In addition, we cannot use our banked capacity as a qualifying local 
tax as this amount would not be subject to voter approval. The City of Monroe’s current property 
tax banked capacity is $252,852  
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Thank you for reading Monroe This Week and
Happy Valentine's Day!

Please contact me with any and all feedback
regarding the articles below. I can be reached at
gthomas@monroewa.gov.

Yours in Service,

Mayor Geoffrey Thomas 

FINAL HPAC RECOMMENDATIONS

The City Council will review and discuss
the final recommendations from the



Homelessness Policy Advisory
Committee (HPAC) on Tuesday,
February 18th. Recommendations
include providing a one-stop shop for
services, developing affordable housing
alternatives, establishing a service
providers network in the Skykomish
Valley, lobbying for new law enforcement
strategies, and supporting agencies that serve and promote self-
reliance. There is an opportunity for public comment at the beginning of the
meeting. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per speaker. A copy of the
recommendations is available on the city's website here.

HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE GROUP

Since its implementation in early 2016, the Homelessness Response Group
has come together every month to meet the needs of our homeless neighbors.
Over the course of the past year, over 111 individuals representing 41
community groups, organizations, agencies, faith communities, government
agencies, and concerned citizens have an opportunity to learn about services
and receive updates on works-in-progress.

If you'd like to be part of advocacy and action on behalf of our homeless and
low income neighbors for safe and affordable housing, the next meeting is
scheduled at on Tuesday, February 18 at 1pm at the Monroe Covenant
Church, located at 202 South Sams Street. SeaMar will give an overview of
services offered here in Monroe. Future meetings will be held at the Monroe
Library. Contact Take the Next Step for more information or sign up for their
newsletter.

NEW PLANNING COMMISSIONER

The City would like to congratulate Elizabeth (Liz)
Nugent on her appointment to Planning Commission.
Liz and her husband moved to Washington from the
eastern slopes of Colorado in 2015 to be closer to
family. They chose Monroe for the small town feel
similar to their hometown in Colorado. Liz worked for a
large national CPA firm when she first moved to Monroe
in 2016, and a year later she started her own firm (she
does not do income taxes). She grew up in a self-employed family and
combined with her CPA license, she enjoys working with small businesses on
their accounting and payroll. Liz and her husband have two children who
attend Monroe schools. They often walk their rescue dogs around town and
enjoy supporting local businesses.

JUDGE NESS SWEARS IN

On Feb. 13th, Judge Ness was joined
by friends, family, and colleagues for a

http://www.monroewa.gov/801/Homelessness-Policy-Advisory-Committee?fbclid=IwAR2Xv4pE3EWqSH1cjHODYXIdIprv2QGrdRmSbQXph1MbHa2Ys_FCnzd3eLc
mailto:laron@ttns.org


ceremonial swearing in as Monroe’s
judge and to celebrate her new
role. City Council and I are excited to
have Judge Ness become our new
Municipal Court judge. She joins us
having substantial experience with the
Snohomish County Prosecutor’s Office
and over 8 years of experience as a
judge pro tem for around the region. For
more information about Judge Ness’s
background, please read here.

VISIT WITH CUB SCOUT PACK 148

I am frequently contacted by school and
scouting groups to talk about local
government. On Feb. 11, I met with the
Webelos Den for Cub Scout Pack 148
in Monroe. We talked about the three
branches of government and reminded
one another that none of the three
branches are “in charge” of our
government, but rather that the
government is empowered and lead by
“we the people” as stated in the US
Constitution. We talked also about a few of the issues we face here in Monroe
(including homelessness) and we talked about how laws are changed and
created. The Webelos then led me and our council in the Pledge of
Allegiance. If you have a student or scout group interested in meeting with me,
please feel free to contact Gina Pfister. 

RIDE ALONG WITH OFFICER'S K-9 TANGO & SOUTHARD

On Feb. 8th, I joined Officer Southard
and K-9 Officer Tango for five hours on
their shift. During our shift, we
responded to a number of calls, but the
most prevalent type of call we received
was related to people who are
homeless in our community. I had a
conversation with one person
experiencing homelessness who shared
some challenges with working through
the social service system to obtain
help. I encountered another person who
was homeless, but not a danger to self
or others at the time, that I really wish state laws would have allowed our
officers to move to social services. 

Monroe continues providing our officers, city prosecuting attorney, and judge
the tools and support that a local government like Monroe can provide to

https://files.constantcontact.com/4c75c5de701/1c4465d9-2347-4dfc-9a05-8da7d0507293.pdf
mailto:gpfister@monroewa.gov


address these issues. While we continue to evaluate and adjust our tools and
resources in Monroe, I continue to press for changes in resources and laws at
the county, state, and federal levels. Our region needs more facilities and
programs to help people and changes in laws that allow our officers to more
easily get people in crisis who refuse help the help they need even if they are
not a danger to self or others. I encourage residents and business owners to
stay in contact with their state legislatures about these issues. They can be
contacted here. 

SOUND SALMON SOLUTIONS PLANTING

On Tuesday, a group of ten Sound
Salmon Solution volunteers met at Al
Borlin Park and planted 100 western
red cedar trees and 200 western
hemlocks! A special thank you to UW
Bothell intern Tetsu and the WA
Department of Ecology for funding this
project.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETING

The next City Council Regular Study Session is Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at
7pm in the City Hall Council Chambers. The City Council will review and
discuss the final recommendations from the Homelessness Policy Advisory
Committee (HPAC). There is an opportunity for public comment at the
beginning of the meeting. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per speaker.

Council Agendas/Minutes

UPCOMING EVENT

2/15
Monroe Valentines Ball;
7:00-9:30pm; Song River Banquet
and Event Center

2/18
HPAC Recommendations;
7:00pm; City Hall Council
​Chambers

View All Events

YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISONS

Curious about some of the City’s major revenue streams? Don’t have time to
read through the entire budget? Here are a few of the City’s revenue year-to-
date numbers along with their prior year comparisons. If you would like further

https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/?fbclid=IwAR2UMU4xeVQA1iQR_yXJLVS24mxdY1BBzYR0AQE9XQnVX383TKUj_1AiIXU
http://monroewa.gov/139/Agendas-Minutes
http://monroewa.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=22,27,14,23,28,30,31,
http://monroewa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8812/21120-YTD-Comparisons


information, contact the Finance Department at 360-794-7400 and reference
Monroe This Week.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilmember
Kevin Hanford

Councilmember
Patsy Cudaback

Councilmember
Jeff Rasmussen

Councilmember
Heather Rousey

Councilmember
Ed Davis

Councilmember
Jason Gamble

Councilmember
Kirk Scarboro

Have a question for your Councilmembers?
​Contact them at councilmembers@monroewa.gov 

 ​  ​  ​

mailto:councilmembers@monroewa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeWaGov/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofmonroewashington/
https://www.youtube.com/user/monroewaparksrec


 

MONROE CITY COUNCIL 

Agenda Bill No. 20-030 
 

 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

02/18/2020 Executive Deborah Knight Deborah Knight Discussion Item 
#1 

 
Discussion: N/A 
Attachments: 1. Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee Recommendations 
 2. Draft Action Plan 

 3. Draft Communications Plan 
 4. Open House Public Comments 

  
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Review the Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee 
recommendations and draft implementation plan.  Direct Mayor Thomas and city staff to 
schedule the recommendations for adoption by the city council at the regular business meeting 
on February 25, 2020.   
 
Schedule discussion at the March 2020 Public Safety Meeting for the Action Plan and the 
Communications Plan.  

 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The City Council is responsible for setting city policy and funding priority projects and programs. 
 
The Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee has identified six focus areas:  

1. Housing 
2. Partners 
3. Prevention 
4. Policy and Budget 
5. Public Safety 
6. Support Services 

 
The policy question for the city council is whether to adopt the Committee’s recommendations 
(Attachment 1) in order to guide the city’s investment of staff time and resources towards 
addressing homelessness in Monroe. The Action Plan (Attachment 2) and the Communications 
Plan (Attachment 3) will be presented to the Public Safety Committee and discussed by the city 
council at future meetings.  
 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
In the spring of 2019, Mayor Geoffrey Thomas, in response to our community's growing concerns 
regarding homelessness in Monroe, formed a committee to make recommendations on how the 
city should respond to issues relating to homelessness.  
 
An announcement was made about the formation of the committee.  Community members applied 
and were interviewed by the Mayor, City Administrator and the Police Chief. 
 
The committee was formed with representation of community members from local businesses, 
faith based organizations, service member experts in mental health, drug dependency, and local 

SUBJECT: 
Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee Recommendations and Draft 
Implementation Plan 
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human service providers. The committee also had represented a member with personal 
experience of successfully exiting homelessness.   
 
The council confirmed ten members to serve on the Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee: 
Rachel Adams, Jim Bloss, Jennifer Chavez, Sean Cramer, Kyle Fisher, Geoffrey Godfey, Todd 
Strickler, Brigette Tuttle, Heidi Waham and Mary Wysocki; and two adhoc members, Jason 
Gamble and Phil Spirito. 
 
The Committee’s goals were to: 

 Provide a forum for the coordination of information among local stakeholders.  

 Seek thoughtful, effective, and lasting solutions to the city’s homelessness crisis.  

 Facilitate assistance for unsheltered persons in the Monroe community. 

 Provide the Mayor and City Council with nonbinding advice and recommendations 
regarding issues related to homelessness.  

 
The committee continually kept in mind these guiding questions: 
 

 What concerns and issues does the community have about homelessness within the City 
of Monroe?  

 What are the underlying causes of Homelessness in Monroe? 

 What do we need to know about the causes, resources, and strategies underway in 
Monroe and other communities that reduce homelessness?  

 

The Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee (HPAC) had its first meeting in April of 2019. The 
HPAC has met two times per month over the past year. Over the course of the last year, the 
committee has been fully immersed in this topic. The committee has had experts come to give 
presentations, webinars, field trips to service organizations, and assigned take-home reading.  
 
From these informative and educational experiences the committee began to hone in its focus in 
these area: Housing, Partners, Prevention, Support Services, Public Safety, and Policy and 
Budget.  
 
In each of these categories the committee brainstormed and drafted recommendations to best 
express a balance of compassion and accountability and a desire to help people become able to 
choose a path out of homelessness. The committee has also always kept in mind that 
homelessness is a very complex issue that exists on a very broad spectrum. There is no one size 
fits all solution.  
 
In November of 2019, the Committee hosted an Open House to ask for the community's feedback 
on the draft recommendations. The open house was extremely well attended and successful. The 
feedback from the community was very serious and thoughtful, and also encouragingly well 
aligned with the HPAC vision.   
 
The committee continued to meet and refine its recommendations, and in January of 2020 the 
final version of the Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee recommendations were approved 
by the committee (Attachment 1).  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The city has $306,000 in the 2020 budget to support the draft recommendations.  
 
$46,000                 Rental assistance (HB 1406 funding) 
$50,000                 Emergency shelter and transitional housing services 

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 2 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030



$50,000                 Support for housing and service navigators for Monroe residents 
$73,000                 Embedded social worker with the police department (shared with Sno Co.) 
$20,000                 Embedded social worker with the public defender (grant through office of public 

defense) 
$17,000                 install cameras in parks to deter vandalism 
$50,000                 Education and outreach 
$306,000 
 
The first action recommended by the committee is to form a technical advisory team made up of 
local non-profits to work on establishing a housing consortium to develop temporary housing in a 
permanent facility to serve Monroe residents who are homeless.   
 
The technical advisory team will also work on establishing a service provider network in the Sky 
Valley.  Currently, sky valley residents have to go to Everett to get the services they need.  This 
is a significant barrier to many people.  The committee’s vision is to establish programs that 
include a measure of accountability for those using services.  The goal is to give people a hand 
up, not a hand out.     
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. Review the Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee recommendations and draft 
implementation plan.  

 
2. Direct Mayor Thomas and city staff to schedule the recommendations for discussion by 

the full city council at the regular business meeting on February 25, 2020.   
 

3. Schedule discussion at the March 2020 Public Safety Meeting for the Action Plan and the 
Communications Plan.  
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HPAC Final Recommendations 
Approved January 16, 2020 

Housing 

• Establish Temporary-Housing in a permanent facility to serve Monroe residents with
adjacent secured parking for those living in vehicles and RVs for overnight stay

• Establish a Sky Valley Housing Consortium to establish short, long-term, and alternative
housing

• Increase alternative housing that includes but is not limited to  men, youth, LGBTQ,
and families and pets

 Partners 

• Establish Service Provider Networks to provide services and housing  24/7 in Sky Valley
• Increase public transportation between Monroe & Everett
• Involve other public entities in a network to prevent and end homelessness in Sky

Valley
• Create an education campaign that supports affordable housing, job training, and

treatment options

Prevention 

• Gather and analyze accurate data about homelessness in Monroe
• Create an education campaign about homelessness: causes, prevention strategies, and

alternatives
• Promote social services networks focused on youth and families

Policy/Budget 

• Lobby legislators at all levels to increase funding for addiction and mental health
treatment, affordable housing, job training, and support services

• Identify and lobby for new law enforcement strategies focused on personal
accountability

• Engage developers in building affordable and subsidized housing
• Implement HB 1406 Explore all revenue options for housing, mental health, and

chemical dependency
• Continue HPAC as standing committee Monitor progress towards implementing HPAC

recommendations. Review Technical Committee recommendations.
• Adopt and fund a Six-Year Plan to fulfill HPAC’s recommendations

Public Safety 

• Implement law enforcement strategies and regulations that increase personal
accountability and adhere to civil and personal rights

• Gather and analyze accurate data about crime in Monroe

ATTACHMENT 1
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HPAC Final Recommendations 
Approved January 16, 2020 

• Initiate a residential and business crime prevention program 
• Continue to budget for the Embedded Social Worker/Community Outreach  
• Use technology to increase public safety and protect infrastructure. 
• Implement Community Court so treatment for addiction and mental health can be 

offered as an alternative to jail  
 
 Support Services 
 

• Create a coordinated homeless response center.  
• Create a system of services that responds to the homeless crisis 24/7 
• Establish more accessible mental health and addiction services in Monroe  
• Obtain supportive services to navigate people through resources   
• Support agencies that serve and promote self-reliance among people in need   
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

1 | P a g e

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing 
with Services  

Housing Establish Temporary-Housing in a 
permanent facility to serve 
Monroe residents with adjacent 
secured parking for those living in 
vehicles and RVs for overnight stay 

$50,000 1/2020 12/2020 

Evaluate Properties 5/2020 12/2020 

Negotiate Lease 6/2020 12/2020 

Write RFP and secure Program Manager 
through RFP 

4/2020 12/2020 

Develop criteria with Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC)  

Provide Rental Assistance through RFP 

$46,000 
(HB1406) 

1/2020 12/2020 

Establish Sky Valley Housing Consortium Housing Establish Sky Valley Housing 
Consortium to establish short, 
long-term and alternative housing 

Increase alternative housing that 
includes but is not limited to men, 
youth, LGBTQ, families and pets 

1/2020 12/2020 

Inventory surplus property 

Identify housing needs 

5/2020 

1/2020 

12/2020 

06/2020 

ATTACHMENT 2
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

2 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Work with Technical Advisory Committee to 
identify partners and available funding 

02/2020 06/2020 

Form a Technical Advisory Committee  
     

Partners Establish Service Provider 
Networks to provide services and 
housing  24/7 in Sky Valley 
 
Involve other public entities in a 
network to prevent and end 
homelessness in Sky Valley 
 

 1/2020 12/2020 

Identify non-profit stakeholders and partners    1/2020 3/2020 

Determine shared mission and vision    2/2020 4/2020 

Evaluate needs and resources for one-stop 
shop 

   3/2020 5/2020 

Write scope of work for Request for Proposal 
for one-stop shop 

   4/2020 6/2020 

Establish Transportation service between 
Sky Valley and Everett   
  

Partners Increase public transportation 
between Monroe & Everett  
 

 1/2020 12/2020 

Evaluate transportation needs with partners    1/2020 3/2020 

Evaluate existing transportation contracts 
with non-profits (e.g. Senior Center; SVT) 

   1/2020 3/2020 

Apply for Community Transit GO (grant) 
program 

   3/2020 6/2020 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Provide information about services to remain 
housed, financial training, and incentives for 
businesses to hire employees with entry level 
skills, information about mental and 
behavioral health services. 
 

Partners Create an education campaign 
that supports affordable housing, 
job training, and treatment 
options 

 1/2020 12/2020 

Work with partners to develop and promote 
annual “human service days” set up like a 
vendor show 

     

Educational Campaign   
(Enviroissues Contract)  

Prevention Create an education campaign 
about homelessness: causes, 
prevention strategies, and 
alternatives 

$50,000 
(Budgeted) 

1/2020 12/2020 

Develop education and outreach 
communication plan  

   12/2019 12/2020 

Educate property owners about laws, 
enforcement, trespass - Chamber of 
Commerce & Downtown Monroe Association 
 

   2/2020 12/2020 

Educate public about aggressive panhandling, 
property crime, and personal safety. 

   2/2020 12/2020 

Educate public about safety regarding 
vigilantism and bullying 

   2/2020 12/2020 

Develop and implement Block Watch Program 
- residential and business buy 

   10/2020 12/2020 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

4 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

in/education/communication - training & 
certification program. 
 

Develop working relationship with McKinney 
Vento liaisons at Monroe School District 

Prevention Promote social service networks 
focused on youth and families 

 3/2020 12/2020 

Identify needs of homeless families 
 

Prevention Gather and analyze accurate data 
about homelessness in Monroe 

 10/2020 3/2020 

Work with McKinney-Vento Family Liaisons in 
the Monroe School District to distribute flyers 
of local and county services for homeless 
students and families and encourage MSC to 
post flyers on school premises. 
 

   3/2020 6/2020 

Define 2021 Work Plan, Priorities, and 
Implementation Model   

Prevention/ 
Policy & Budget 

Adopt and fund a Six-Year Plan to 
fulfill HPAC’s recommendations 

 6/2020 12/2020 

      

Implement law enforcement strategies Public Safety Implement law enforcement 
strategies and regulations that 
increase personal accountability 
and adhere to civil and personal 
rights 

 1/2020 12/2020 

Review Solicitation Regulations    2/2020 4/2020 

Evaluate bail fees    4/2020 9/2020 

Develop and implement Block Watch Program 
- residential and business buy 
in/education/communication - training & 
certification program. 

 Initiate a residential and business 
crime prevention program 

 10/2020 12/2020 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

5 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Continue Embedded Social Worker Program Public Safety Continue to budget for embedded 
social worker/community 
outreach team 

 1/2020 12/2020 

Police Department (Existing program) 
  

  $73,000   

Public Defender  (New level of services)  
 
   

  $20,000 3/2020 12/2020 

Install Cameras in parks  
    

 Use technology for public safety 
and to protect infrastructure.  

$17,000 1/2020 6/2020 

      

Collect data on court cases.  Determine with 
Monroe Municipal Court the costs/benefits 
of community court model 

Public Safety Implement Community Court so 
treatment for addiction and 
mental health can be offered as an 
alternative to jail 
 
Gather and analyze data about 
crime in Monroe 

 6/2020 12/2021 

Identify partners to develop community 
court model 

     

Determine with Monroe Municipal Court  
and partners the costs/benefits of 
community court model 

   1/2021 12/2021 

 
 

     

      

Coordinated Services – One Stop Shop 
    

Support Services Create a coordinated homeless 
response center 
 

$50,000 4/2020 12/2020 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

6 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Create a system of services that 
responds to the homeless crisis 
24/7  
 
Establish more accessible mental 
health  and addiction services in 
Monroe  

Develop scope of work with Technical 
Advisory Committee  

   1/2020 5/2020 

Issue Request for Proposal (RFP)    3/2020 6/2020 

Award RFPs    6/2020 7/2020 

Establish Homeless HMIS/By name lists    6/2020 12/2020 

Work with Technical Advisory Committee and 
Snohomish County to identify resources to 
provide housing and mental health 
navigators in the Sky Valley 

Support Services Obtain supportive services to 
navigate people through 
resources 

 1/2020 12/2020 

      

Provide facilities and funding for non-profits  Support agencies that serve ad 
promote self-reliance  

 On-
going 

 

Work with Take the Next Step and 
Volunteers of America to designate a family 
resource center and/or services in Monroe 

   3/2020 12/2020 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

7 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

Identify performance measures, such as 
reduction in the number of homeless 
individuals; reduction in lengths of stays at 
emergency shelters; increase in rental 
vacancy rate; and a full Homeless 
Management Information (HMIS) utilized by 
service providers. 

Policy & Budget Create a Six-year Plan, which 
includes performance measures 

 6/2020 9/2020 

      

Lobbing for changes to State and Federal 
law     

Policy & Budget Lobby legislators at all levels to 
increase funding for addiction and 
mental health treatment, 
affordable housing, job training, 
and support services 
 
Identify and lobby for new law 
enforcement strategies focused 
on personal accountability of 
homeless 

 1/2020 12/2020 

      

Collaborate with Affordable Housing 
Consortium (AHC) on writing new housing 
chapter for the city’s comprehensive plan 
update. 

Policy & Budget Engage developers in building 
affordable and subsidized housing 

 6/2020 12/2020 

Continue HPAC as a standing committee      

 Policy & Budget Implement HB 1406 and explore 
all revenue options for housing, 

 7/2019 3/2021 
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2020 
Draft HPAC Action Plan 

 

8 | P a g e  
 

Action Category HPAC Recommendation 2020 Budget Start End 

mental health, and chemical 
dependency. 

Identify needs   $46,000 
(HB1406) 

4/2020 9/2020 

Develop criteria with Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC)    
  

   9/2020 12/2020 

Provide Rental Assistance through RFP     12/2020 12/2021 

Evaluate program    6/2020 12/2020 

  Continue HPAC as a standing 
Committee 

   

Define 2021 Work Plan, Priorities, and 
Implementation Model   

Policy & Budget Adopt and fund a Six-Year Plan to 
fulfill HPAC’s recommendations 

 6/2020 12/2020 

 

 

Total 2020 Investment $312,000 
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Purpose & Context 

This plan was developed to support the City and its partners to communicate proactively, clearly, and consistently with 

Monroe residents about homelessness. It aims to dispel misinformation around this complex and charged issue. It also 

provides guidance for when and how to respond to social media posts and will include supportive web content once the 

main plan is approved.  

This plan was informed by communications best practices, research regarding general public response to homelessness, 

a review of existing materials and social media content produced by and about the City of Monroe, comments provided 

at the HPAC Open House, and conversations with City staff and HPAC members, including:  

 Bridgette Tuttle, HPAC Member

 Debbie Willis, Administrative Bureau Director

 Deborah Knight, City Administrator

 Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor

 Jeff Jolley, Chief of Police

 Rachel Adams, HPAC Member

 Ryan Irving, Deputy Chief of Police

Goals & Audiences  

The activities outlined in this plan are designed to reach Monroe residents (whether housed or unhoused), and business 

owners. Our communications goals for 2020 include the following. Monroe residents and business owners …  

 Have a reality-based and unexaggerated understanding of homelessness in Monroe.

 Understand what the City is doing to ensure public safety and to help people experiencing homelessness.

 Understand individual constitutional rights and the City’s legal limitations.

 Understand the varied and systemic factors that can lead to homelessness.

 Feel heard and know what to do if they …

- Feel threatened or unsafe. 

- Are experiencing homelessness and need help. 

- Want to help someone who does not have a home. 

There are also broader goals that were discussed by City staff, including decreasing the number of encampments, 

reducing property crime, and increasing the number of people who receive services and housing. These are important 

goals that will be addressed as the City moves forward on the HPAC recommendations. This plan aims to build a 

foundation for future campaigns to seek funding and support to implement those recommendations.  

Approach 

Shifting the narrative to fact-based information about homelessness in Monroe is a complicated task because public 

perception may be rooted in emotions and beliefs rather than facts. Those who are housed have any number of 

Draft Homelessness Communications Plan
January 11, 2020  

ATTACHMENT 3
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reactions to someone experiencing homelessness – fear, guilt, shame, anger, empathy, helplessness, frustration – and 

thus, our communications must address those base responses as well as providing clear and accurate information.  

Ambassadors 

Ambassadors will be everyday Monroe residents and business owners who represent a cross-section of the area and 

collaborate with a member of the City staff. Ambassadors will carry the City’s message and bolster it with their own 

stories and experiences, dispelling misinformation – whether over coffee or on social media.  

The ambassador group should start with the existing HPAC members who are already incredibly knowledgeable about 

homelessness and who led a successful and well-attended open house. HPAC members could recruit others to join, 

focusing on under-represented groups and community leaders – ultimately building a team of 20-40 people.  

The group should be formally trained and supported with: 

 Consistent messaging that is adaptable so ambassadors can speak with their authentic voices 

 Constructive conversation training and practice (e.g. active listening, acknowledging the other person’s point of 

view and empathizing with their experience, sharing how your own experience is different, etc.)  

 Storytelling training and practice, so ambassadors are ready with examples that resonate 

 Opportunities to learn from police officers, service providers, and people experiencing homelessness  

 Criteria and guidelines for when to walk away from a conversation that is unproductive  

Ideally, ambassadors would meet quarterly after their initial training to support one another, share success stories and 

challenges, and come up with new approaches.  

Consistent Outbound Communications 

In addition to the ambassadors, the City of Monroe and nonprofit partners should increase its own proactive 

storytelling. This effort has already begun with regular social media posts, media coverage of the outreach team, the 

HPAC Open House, and the Monroe This Week newsletter. We recommend building on this and diversifying the types of 

stories that are shared, including stories and social media posts that: 

 Highlight bright spots and successes from the City’s Outreach Team and other service providers  

 Share steps people can take if they feel threatened or unsafe, if they’re worried about their business, if they are 

experiencing homelessness and need help, or if they want to help someone who is unsheltered 

 Demonstrate what it means to be a Monroe community member (e.g. a “We are all Monroe” series from HPAC 

members and ambassadors that highlights why they are involved in solving homelessness)  

 Combat stereotypes of people experiencing homelessness by featuring them – with their consent and input – as 

people, not just circumstances (Facing Homelessness does this well)  

 Highlight the City’s good work to ensure public safety, without stigmatizing those experiencing homelessness 

The City is currently using Facebook (City of Monroe, Monroe Police Department, and community-led You Had Me at 

Monroe), Twitter, Monroe This Week, word of mouth, flyers, events, and their website to reach their audience. These 

are a good start and once they are fully populated, it may make sense to explore other channels that are informed by 

audience input (e.g. survey Monroe community members about how they would like to hear from the City).  

Once this plan is finalized, EnviroIssues will provide graphic design support to ensure all City communications about 

homelessness have a consistent look and feel. We will also make recommendations for photographs and imagery.  

Volunteer and Learning Opportunities  

Many people shut down when confronted with the complex challenges of homelessness. Research shows that 

individuals are more willing to help if there’s just one person in need. But when there are hundreds or thousands of 

people to help, they feel overwhelmed. How could they possibly make a difference? So why do anything at all?  

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 15 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030

https://www.facebook.com/HomelessInSeattle/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/MonroeWaGov/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeWAPolice/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/carriebridgette/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/carriebridgette/
https://twitter.com/Monroe_WA
http://www.monroewa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2698?fbclid=IwAR2ubnSh_E9xXa-tNxVKChv97eA_sVHZiSmjJ5VhhSUDc8uuhhdf7RPVi7Q
http://monroewa.gov/655/Homelessness


It is important to fight this feeling of helplessness – which can quickly turn to anger and frustration – by giving people 

simple things to do:  

 Promote volunteer events with local shelters and service providers.  

 Share opportunities for people to donate food, essential items, or money to local shelters and service providers. 

 Post reading lists and organize book clubs or discussion sessions where people can learn about systemic causes 

of homelessness and how to advocate for change. The Monroe library could be a good partner in this.  

 Encourage housed Monroe residents to smile at, acknowledge, or say hello to their unsheltered neighbors.  

That last bullet won’t resonate with everyone, but it can have a humanizing effect. It’s harder to condemn a group of 

people when they have faces and names. It’s also important to ask people who are experiencing homelessness what 

would be helpful to them – what are they hoping for from their neighbors?  

Annual Report  

Producing and distributing an annual report could be an excellent way for the City to report back to community 

members, particularly if the HPAC recommendations are implemented using public funds. It doesn’t need to be long or 

complex – in fact, shorter and simpler will be more successful. The report could include: 

 One or two success stories  

 Data that demonstrates how the City has made progress, e.g. the number of people successfully housed as 

compared to previous years thanks to new programs and investments 

 Lessons learned and plans for the coming year 

To keep it manageable, the report could be a compilation of existing stories and data. (It’s okay to repeat stories!) The 

report could be produced for print, the web, or as a short video.  

Foundational Web Content 

While most Monroe community members will not spontaneously visit the City of Monroe’s webpages on homelessness, 

it is important to provide foundational messaging that serves as a resource for City staff and ambassadors (e.g. easy links 

to share in response to public concerns). This web content should include core messages about the City’s beliefs and 

approach, answers to frequently asked questions, stories that demonstrate the City’s efforts, stories and data that 

combat stereotypes and misperceptions about homelessness, and resources for those seeking help.  

Managing Social Media Comments 

State a Clear Policy  

The first step in managing social media comments is posting a clear policy around conduct and language. The City of 

Monroe may have this already, but it was not readily accessible. Here is an example of a comment policy.  

Assign Roles 

Identify who will be responsible for monitoring and responding to comments. Here is one option: 

 Assign a City staff member and two alternates to monitor social media comments daily. 

 Identify a team of 6-12 ambassadors who are available to provide supportive comments or help dispel 

misinformation when needed.  

 Create a schedule so not all ambassadors need to be on call all the time (e.g. weekly rotations of three).  
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Establish Criteria  

Establish clear criteria for when and how to respond. Here are some guidelines: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that this applies to City of Monroe social media sites, not to private Facebook groups. It is prudent to 

monitor private groups, but do not engage.  

Draw on Existing Resources  

When the assigned person encounters a comment that needs a response (based on the criteria above): 

 Review existing web content, FAQ, and key messages to inform response.  

 Respond with relevant content and a link if helpful within one to three business days (if possible) 

 If the comment is charged and could benefit from community confirmation, alert the ambassadors on-call and 
ask them to chime in with their experience to help shift the tenor of the conversation.  

 Reminder about negative posts: 
o Treat negative comments and posts just as you would if you were talking face to face. 
o Respond to negative posts with a positive tone. Thank people for sharing their concerns or opinions. 
o You do not need to respond to every criticism or barb. 

Po
st

 o
r 

co
m

m
en

t Can you concur? If so, let 

stand, like or respond.

Trolls

Bashing, ranting or degrading

Violates comment policy? 
Archive, then inform, then 

delete.

Monitor only. Consider 
engaging amabassadors.

Misinformed? 

Erroneous facts?
Kindly fix the facts.

Unhappy constituent with a 
legitmate complaint

Apologize, resolve if possible.
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City of Monroe Homelessness Communication Plan: Summary Table 

Audiences Goals Key Messages Messengers Potential Activities & Channels 

Monroe 
residents and 
business owners  

Understand what 
the City is doing to 
increase public 
safety and to help 
people experiencing 
homelessness.  

We believe that everyone in 
Monroe deserves to feel safe and 
supported. Our officers and 
Outreach Team are out every day, 
working to reduce crime and 
connect our unhoused neighbors 
with services and resources.  

[False belief to overcome: The City 
of Monroe isn’t doing anything to 
address homeless. They’re letting 
our city die, just like Seattle.] 

City of 
Monroe 

City webpages that describe ongoing efforts 

Weekly social media updates (e.g. featured outreach stat, 
opportunity for Monroe residents to volunteer)  

Police blotter that tracks responses to public safety or 
disturbance and Outreach Team connections  

Outreach 
Team  

Weekly bright spots: short personal reports that celebrate a 
success from the field (share on social media and embed on 
the website)  

Ambassadors 
Share above bright spots and other updates through 
personal social media and conversations. 

Have a reality-based 
and unexaggerated 
understanding of 
homelessness in 
Monroe. 

There are many factors that 
contribute to someone losing their 
home: the gap between wages and 
rising rents, illness or injury, 
domestic violence, struggles with 
addiction and/or mental health.   

The City of Monroe is working hard 
to help our unsheltered neighbors 
while holding them accountable for 
the steps they need to take.  

Criminal activity is not tolerated, 
but keep in mind that it is not a 
crime to be homeless.  

[False belief to overcome: The 
homeless are lazy and milking the 
system, they’re robbing our 
neighbors, exposing our kids to 
drugs, harassing shoppers, 
destroying our businesses – and 
the City is doing nothing about.] 

Ambassadors 

Weekly stories and stats (e.g. % of working people who 
experience homelessness, $100 rent increase = X% increase 
in homelessness) that educate and combat stereotypes and 
misconceptions. 

Conversations with other Monroe community members to 
dispel misinformation. Acknowledge their feelings and what 
is true in their statement. Ask questions. Share personal 
experiences and real-life stories to challenge and replace 
their narrative. Don’t rely on data alone – a false story must 
be replaced with a more powerful true story.  

Respond to comments on social media using consistent 
messages (in your authentic language) and share links to 
relevant webpages to dispel misinformation. 

City of 
Monroe 

City webpages that describe varied and systemic roots of 
homelessness, dispelling myths and inviting empathy. 
Content should also clarify that homelessness can look very 
different from person to person. For instance, there are 
people who experience chronic homelessness, who are very 
visible, and sometimes refuse services. However, many 
people experiencing homelessness are hidden, but are 
none-the-less affected by stereotypes and need help.  

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 18 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030



City of Monroe Homelessness Communication Plan: Summary Table 

Audiences Goals Key Messages Messengers Potential Activities & Channels 

Monroe 
residents or 
business owners 
who are 
frustrated that 
the City doesn’t 
arrest people 
who panhandle 
or live in public 
spaces 

Understand 
individual 
constitutional rights 
and the City’s legal 
limitations.  

Every person in Monroe has 
constitutional rights. It is not a 
crime to be homeless and 
panhandling is protected as free 
speech. However, aggressive 
behavior or blocking someone’s 
path is not legal. If you experience 
this, please call 911.   

City of 
Monroe 

City website (homelessness FAQ, police department pages)  

Flyers delivered to Monroe businesses  

Responses to social media and public comments 

Ambassadors 
Responses to social media and conversations with fellow 
Monroe community members  

Monroe 
residents or 
business owners 
who are 
frustrated and 
scared of people 
experiencing 
homelessness 

Feel heard and 
know what to do if 
they feel threatened 
or unsafe.  

Everyone in Monroe deserves to 
feel safe and supported. If you feel 
threatened, please call 911.   

City of 
Monroe 

City website (homelessness FAQ, police department pages)  

Flyers delivered to Monroe businesses  

Responses to social media and public comments 

Ambassadors 
Responses to social media and in conversations with fellow 
Monroe community members  

Monroe business 
owners or 
employees who 
are affected by 
homelessness 

Feel seen and know 
what to do to 
reduce crime. 

Thriving businesses are a vital part 
of our community. Please take 
these steps to reduce crime: (e.g. 
lock dumpsters, provide bright 
lighting, report trespassing)  

City of 
Monroe 

City website (homelessness FAQ, police department pages)  

Flyers delivered to Monroe businesses  

Monroe 
residents who 
are experiencing 
homelessness 

Feel supported and 
know where and 
how to find help.  

Everyone in Monroe is welcome. If 
you need help, please call 211 or 
contact Take the Next Step.  

City of 
Monroe 

City website  

Flyers in public places (e.g. libraries)  

Resource card (see an example from Redmond)  

Conversations with partner agencies and organizations to 
ensure everyone is sharing the same information  
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City of Monroe Homelessness Communication Plan: Summary Table 

Audiences Goals Key Messages Messengers Potential Activities & Channels 

Monroe 
residents or 
business owners 
who tend 
towards 
empathy for 
people 
experiencing 
homelessness  

Understand the 
varied and systemic 
factors that can lead 
to homelessness 
and are willing to 
help.  

Monroe is a place where we help 
each other. Together we can 
ensure all our neighbors are 
supported, housed, thriving, and 
accountable for their actions.  

Ambassadors 

“We Are All Monroe” social media series: bi-weekly post 
from an ambassador sharing why they do what they do to 
support people experiencing homelessness (could be a 
personal story, a recent experience, a video clip, a question, 
a quote, a call to action, or something they learned, etc.)  

Embed rotating ambassador stories on website.  

Ambassador led book clubs, discussion sessions, and service 
days (or recruitment for local volunteer opportunities with 
service providers). 

City of 
Monroe 

Website with information about systemic factors and the 
varied ways people can lose their home.  

Share posts, stories, volunteer opportunities, and events 
from service providers. 

People 
experiencing 
homelessness 

“We Are All Monroe” series: Posts by people or that feature 
people who are experiencing or have experienced 
homelessness – ensure that you have consent, that the post 
is about a whole person (with hobbies, dreams, favorite 
foods, etc.), not a condition, and that it challenges 
stereotypes.   

Monroe 
residents or 
business owners 
who want to 
help 

Feel less helpless 
and know how they 
can make a 
difference.  

We all have a part to play in ending 
homelessness. Here’s how you can 
help: [e.g. donate to or 
volunteer/partner with a 
homelessness service provider, 
hand out resource care] 

City of 
Monroe 

Share posts, stories, volunteer opportunities, and events 
from service providers. 

Ambassadors 

Share volunteer opportunities, fundraising drives, and 
events from service providers. 

Resource card (see an example from Redmond)  
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Draft Homelessness 
Communications Plan
January 30, 2019
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Informed by 

 Bridgette Tuttle, HPAC Member 

 Debbie Willis, Administrative Bureau Director

 Deborah Knight, City Administrator 

 Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor

 Jeff Jolley, Chief of Police

 Rachel Adams, HPAC Member

 Ryan Irving, Deputy Chief of Police 
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Audience 
& Goals

Monroe community members …

 Have a reality-based and unexaggerated understanding of 
homelessness in Monroe. 

 Understand what the City is doing to ensure public safety and to 
help people experiencing homelessness. 

 Understand individual constitutional rights and the City’s legal 
limitations. 

 Understand the varied and systemic factors that can lead to 
homelessness. 

 Feel heard and know what to do if they … 

 Feel unsafe.

 Are experiencing homelessness and need help.

 Want to help someone who does not have a home.   
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Approach

Ambassadors
Outbound 

Communications

Volunteer & 
Learning Ops

Foundational 
Web Content
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Ambassadors

Who
 HPAC + 10-20 people from a cross-section of Monroe

What
 Carry City’s message and bolster it with personal stories

 Share why they’re committed to ending homelessness 

 Dispel misinformation – over coffee or on social media

How
 Supported by a City staff member

 Provided with tools and training in : 
 Messaging
 Constructive conversations 
 Storytelling 

 Meet monthly to share successes and challenges 

 Learn from officers, providers, and people experiencing homelessness

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 25 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030



Outbound 
Communications

Who

 City staff

What 

 Highlight bright spots 

 Share steps people can take if they …
 Feel unsafe
 Worry about their business
 Experience homelessness and need help
 Want to help someone who is unsheltered

 Combat stereotypes of people experiencing homelessness 

 Feature the City’s good work to ensure public safety, without 
stigmatizing those experiencing homelessness

How
 Facebook, Monroe This Week, flyers, events and an annual report 

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 26 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030



Volunteer & 
Learning Ops

Who

 City staff and nonprofit partners

What 

 Promote volunteer events and opportunities 

 Encourage people to donate food, essential items, or money to 
local shelters and service providers.

 Post reading lists and organize book clubs or discussion sessions to 
learn about systemic causes of homelessness 

 Encourage civil behavior and to treat everyone, sheltered and 
unsheltered, the way we would like to be treated.  

How
 Facebook, Monroe This Week, flyers, ambassadors
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Foundational 
Web Content

Who

 EnviroIssues and City staff

What 

 Easy links for City staff and ambassadors to share

 Core messages about the City’s beliefs and approach

 Answers to frequently asked questions

 Stories that demonstrate the City’s efforts

 Stories and data that combat stereotypes and misperceptions 
about homelessness

 Resources for those seeking help

How
 Update pages on City of Monroe website
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Managing Social 
Media 

 Post a clear policy around conduct and language

 Assign roles and create schedule to monitor and respond

 Establish criteria for when to respond:

 Draw on resources (e.g. link to web content, engage ambassadors)

P
o

st
 o

r 
co

m
m

en
t Can you concur? If so, let 

stand, like or respond.

Trolls

Bashing, ranting or degrading

Violates comment policy? 
Archive, then inform, then 

delete.

Monitor only. Consider 
engaging amabassadors.

Misinformed? 

Erroneous facts?
Kindly fix the facts.

Unhappy constituent with a 
legitmate complaint

Apologize, resolve if possible.
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Questions & Comments?
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HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

1 of 6

Housing 

There must be someplace for people to sleep - it is the humane thing to do - look at Camp Hope in Yakima 

Secure parking for RVs and cars hasn't worked well in other areas

Use the back lot of City Hall 

Adopt a code that allows ADU adoption.  (accessory dwelling ot - secondary housing on single lot with other house)

Feel temporary housing should require mandatory drug testing 

HPAC should not focus on building affordable housing  - not responsibility of taxpayers

Empty building next to dollar store would be a good temporary housing 

Have a foundation that has sufficient zoning which should include multi-family. (x2) 

Make education about prevention a condition of temporary housing 

Sky Valley Consortium is a good idea - support regional thinking, planning, and implementation 

don't allow resell of junk RVs 

Can religious shelter exist if they don't force religious practices on homeless 

I am a developer and interested in developing subsidized housing 

There are developers interested in developing 22 beautiful cottages in village setting in Monroe 

Solicit donation of public/private property - at below market prices 

ATTACHMENT 4
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HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

2 of 6

Housing (Cont.)

Implement a community clean-up 

No to RV/car parking - too many issues with sanitation and health 

Partners

Centralized work and services is more effective, but must be a regional approach - a more global approach.  e

Think globally - include others - work collaboratively

Hire out clean up of trash - don't expose city workers to biohazardous materials 

Partners must hold homeless accountant to be sober or deny services 

PTSA - School District  team up for donations, education and education to students and families 

Reach out to the prison for land, support, and coordination of services 

Agree there is a lack of public transportation between Monroe and Everett - needs to be addressed 

Include childcare for those children impacted by mental health

HPAC must work with City and County governments 

Increase support for children missing school because of homelessness

MCC Agenda 2/18/20 
Page 32 of 36

Discussion Item #1 
AB20-030



HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

3 of 6

Prevention

Crime Prevention education can be done by volunteers - not solely the PD's role 

Share information about burglaries throughout the region 

Great job!  I think education is great.  I didn't know about the committee - love 211 concept

Thank you for recognizing that homelessness is a complex and multi-pronged approach

Feels homeless should have an ombudsman that isn't the police 

Support Services

Create an ombudsman that will serve as a "go between" police and the community

Incorporate all of the voluntary services in Monroe - increase awareness of resources 

I am not homeless, but I need assistance with medical expenses and general life 

What is the difference between vagrant and homelessness? City should be address panhandling - Al Brolin park

Addiction is a spiritual problem and not a government issue

Treatment services didn't work in Seattle 

Didn't hear about anything about Cocoon services for children. (center in Everett that support youth and children) 
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HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

4 of 6

Public Safety

Police are not social workers, nor are social workers police

how will accountability occur for those in treatment?

Public cameras are a bad idea - I installed my own camera

Seattle had a 10-year plan and that didn't work - a six year plan is impossible

Limit the City's plan to one year. business/residents are on the defense and not responsible for homeless

We shop in Duvall because we don't feel safe in Monroe 

Implement law enforcement - like panhandling laws 

The embedded social worker should be able to get a good count about the number of homeless

Work with prosecutors to increase penalties for sale and use of drugs 

MPD is very responsive

Get vagrant homeless - repeat offenders - out of Monroe 

Monroe to Everett is a drug highway - I am not willing to pay the transportation expense

Please enforce the panhandling laws - the homeless intimidate my elderly mother 
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HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

5 of 6

Public Safety

Greater police presence in known areas - "best cops" 

Work with courts to increase penalties for drug dealing and dealers 

Do not shop in town - use Amazon instead

I am afraid for my elderly mother to shop in town (She is longtime resident - very frustrated)

Weekly police visits 

Policy/Budget

Community Court is effective with personal accountability and treatment as an alternative to jail 

Look at Redmond that has a Community Court 

Delicate line between providing resources to individuals who are active members in the community and raising taxes 

Use large vacant building in the City to establish an emergency shelter 

Include solar lighting and camera for JVM food bank and garden 

Delicate line between providing resources to individuals who are active members in the community and raising taxes 

Concentrate on shelters/emergency housing - fill large building vacant - provide incentives 

Increase incentives to developers to build affordable housing donation of surplus land 

Implement code to discourage "short-term" housing like Airbnb
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HPAC Open House

Community Feedback

November 14, 2019

6 of 6

Comments

Seniors ae not fixed income and cannot afford an increase in taxes

Include the homeless in the process so, they can help identify what help they need

Ensure there is personal accountability for those that want to be homeless - so they don’t abuse resources

Thank you for all of your hard work

Some homeless do not want help and should be held accountable 
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