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Early 2020…
• Business retention and
recruitment
• Sent letters to recruit
wine tasting rooms
• #Finish522, and US2
• Advocated for SR522
and US2 in Olympia
and Washington, DC
• Tourism promotion

March 2020 – Initiated Response to
Covid 19 Pandemic
• City responded quickly to changing
conditions
• Supported residents and businesses in
response to changing rules at the State
level.
• Signed Executive Orders with Council’s
support
• Authorized restaurants to use parking stalls
in the right of way.
• Removed delinquent account penalty on
utility bills.
• Waived fees for people to make payments
online or by phone.
• Placed a hold on city expenses.

Speaking Up for Monroe
Small Businesses
April 24, 2000 – Request
Governor adopt recovery plan
May 6, 2000 – Request Governor
adopt phased reopening
April 27, 2021 – Request
alternative phasing plan with
Monroe Chamber

CARES Act
Disbursement

Inclusion, Equity, & Justice
for all

Our Council and I issued a joint
statement condemning and
standing against racism,
discrimination, and hatred.
Since then, we have been more
conscious of how cultural,
financial, and legal systems
affect people with different
lived experiences.
In Monroe, we’ve had civil
discourse.
City staff and I continue moving
forward to affect change at the
city level to better ensure
fairness, equity, access, safety,
and liberty for everyone in our
community.

Legislative Advocacy
•

#Finish522 – Working with County, State, and Federal levels to secure funding to
#Finish522’s widening and replacing the light with an interchange at Paradise Lake Road.

•

Submitting funding requests to our Federal delegation to #Finish522 (both widening and
replacing the stoplight at Paradise Lake Road with an interchange), andUS2,

•

Installing quiet train crossings at Frylands, 179th St, S. Kelsey, Lewis Street, and Main St.

•

Requesting funding from the State to complete needed work at the Boys & Girls Club in
part to support opportunities for children in our community.

•

Supporting reasonable changes to police tactics regulations at the State level.

•

Ensuring there is accountability when people are contacted with illegal drugs.

Continued Getting Work Done
• Keeping roads, sidewalks,
parks, and facilities open and
maintained;
• Ensuring sewer and water
systems are working;
• Tracking expenses and paying
bills;
• Approving building and land
use applications;
• Supporting human resources,
IT, and city fleet needs;
• Providing law enforcement;
• Keeping court in session; and
• Helping people in need.
We have an awesome staff,
supportive Council, and
remarkable community. J

Growing Community
• Comprehensive Plan Update in 2022, to be
completed by June 30, 2024.
• Working on annexations with a 150 acre one in
progress east of The Foothills in NW Monroe.
• Realizing our Downtown Master Plan with a new
166-unit apartment community and smaller mixeduse developments in downtown.
• Updated building and planning customer service to
be more online.
• Building permit activity is strong
• multi-family units: 182 under construction in
2021.
• New single-family: 66 units in 2020 and 19
permits issued as of April 2021.
• Permits (roofing, fence, plumbing, etc.): 711
issued in 2020 and 221 issued as of April
2021.
• Hired 2nd code enforcement officer in 2021
• Updating other plans to guide development
including an Affordable Housing Plan.

Economic Development Web Page
• Description, data, and reports
• Help us tell our story to people interested in
choosing Monroe to live, work, and visit.
• Available reports include:
1. Economic Baseline and Regional Demand
Analysis Report
2. Annual Report
3. Business Survey
4. Economic Development Strategy
5. Downtown Revitalization Strategy
6. Economic Development and Marketing Plans

For this reports and other info, check out:
Economic Development | Monroe, WA - Official
Website (monroewa.gov)

Projects Coming Soon…

• Just a few highlights include:
• Lake Tye Park’s synthetic
turf fields (est. Sept. 2021),
• New Gateway signs
(2021/2022), and
• North Hill Park acquisition.

Imagine Monroe
Our Economic Development Advisory Board (EDAB)
recommended to me and our City Council that our
community should update our City’s vision, mission,
and core values statements to guide long-range
strategic planning.
Imagine Monroe is designed to engage staff,
stakeholders, and the Monroe community including
residents, employers, and service providers.
The desired outcome is an aspirational vision
statement that will be used to build mission and core
value statements. From there, we will update our
comprehensive plan, policies, and ways our City works
in our community.

To get involved, please check out:
http://www.monroewa.gov/995/Imagine-MonroeVisioning-Project and sign up for updates.

COVID-19: Recovery, Reconnecting, and Building Resiliency
Supporting Recovery: People and businesses are

hurting. Businesses need capital to reopen doors, and
people need assistance with rent, mortgage payments,
utilities, and skills development to match them to
available jobs.

Reconnecting Community: COVID-19 has forced us

into social distancing, isolation and quarantine. These
conditions may foster widespread anxiety and
loneliness in our community. However, they’ve also
made the need for socially connected, vibrant public
spaces, such as city parks, and community events
obvious to everyone.

Building

Resiliency:

Investment in critical
infrastructure is particularly well-suited use of ARPA
funds. When we invest in resiliency and build stronger
systems, we can save more in reactive response when
disaster strikes.

We’ve asked: What programs can we invest in to
help our most needy residents and businesses?
We’ve asked: What activities, events, and
programs can we support to bring children,
seniors, and others isolated during the pandemic
back into public spaces?
How can the city use funding to support the arts,
and performance venues closed during the
pandemic?
We’ve asked: What have we learned from COVID19, and how can we be better prepared for the
future?

Email me your thoughts at gthomas@monroewa.gov.

Our City and our community have suffered losses and, at the same time, has shown
compassion, strength, humility, unity, and resiliency.
It’s because of these qualities that I’m resolved that together we’ll succeed in recovery,
reconnecting, and building resiliency while continuing to get our good work done.
For a place of business, a place to live, a place to visit this is why each of us continues to
Choose Monroe.

