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APPENDIX II 

Part A 

The Planning Commission will provide a recommendation to the City Council whether the 
proposed amendment should be considered for further review based on the following criteria: 

1. Consideration of the previous record if the amendment was reviewed and denied during a
previous amendment review cycle;

Response:  The Monroe School District has not applied for this amendment previously. 

2. The proposed amendment advances goals and policies of the comprehensive plan;

Response:  The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment advances the goals and policies of 

the Comprehensive Plan.  The Multifamily designation is consistent with the 2015-2035 City of 

Monroe Comprehensive Plan adopted Future Land Use Map.  The proposed zoning designation 

would provide the consistency with the Comprehensive Plan designation.  The density of 12-25 

units per acre has been used for review purposes only; however, it is consistent with forecast 

conditions as illustrated by the City in their Land Use and Housing Chapters of the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Recent trends are showing increases in multifamily developments.  

Higher density housing development also helps the City achieve goals of the downtown, Main 

Street growth and GMA supported infill development. 

The District does develop a Capital Facilities Plan (CFP), which outlines the present and future 

facilities need for the District.  The proposal is consistent with the District’s adopted CFP.  The 

proposed Docket Request is consistent with the District’s determination that the Subject Site is 

no longer an athletic resource for school-use. 

The existing infrastructure allows future development on the site with appropriate development 

improvements and satisfying the City development standards. 

3. The proposed amendment is consistent with the goals and regulations of the Growth
Management Act;

RCW 36.70A contains many elements that address development in regards to the Growth 

Management Act.  Of particular consideration are the planning goals contained in RCW 

36.70A.020.  This amendment request is consistent with those planning goals and are addressed 

below in italics.  As stated in the RCW, “The following goals are adopted to guide the 

development and adoption of comprehensive plans and development regulations of those 

counties and cities that are required or choose to plan under RCW 36.70A.040.  The following 

goals are not listed in order of priority and shall be used exclusively for the purpose of guiding 

the development of comprehensive plans and development regulations:” 
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(1) Urban growth. Encourage development in urban areas where adequate public facilities and 
services exist or can be provided in an efficient manner. 

Response:  The proposal would provide a Comprehensive Plan – Future Land Use Map 

change from “Institutional” to “Multifamily” and concurrent rezone.  This would allow the 

Subject Site to develop consistent with the surrounding urban area.  The area is served by 

urban-level public facilities and services, including utilities. 

(2) Reduce sprawl. Reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-
density development. 

Response:  The proposal would reduce sprawl by allowing infill of high-density 

multifamily development within the City. 

(3) Transportation. Encourage efficient multimodal transportation systems that are based on regional 
priorities and coordinated with county and city comprehensive plans. 

Response:  Through infill high-density development within the City, transportation 

systems are better able to accommodate residents and commuters, who could take 

advantage of mass transit and alternative forms of transportation.  Preliminary evaluation 

suggests that the existing street system would accommodate multifamily development on 

the Subject Site. 

(4) Housing. Encourage the availability of affordable housing to all economic segments of the 
population of this state, promote a variety of residential densities and housing types, and 
encourage preservation of existing housing stock. 

Response:  This proposal would allow vacant land to be redeveloped into multifamily use.  

Through encouraging appropriate infill of high-density development within the City, a 

variety of residential densities and housing types would be offered.  This increases the 

residential options, which helps to keep housing affordable and available to all economic 

segments and further encourages preservation of existing housing stock. 

(5) Economic development. Encourage economic development throughout the state that is 
consistent with adopted comprehensive plans, promote economic opportunity for all citizens of 
this state, especially for unemployed and for disadvantaged persons, promote the retention and 
expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new businesses, recognize regional 
differences impacting economic development opportunities, and encourage growth in areas 
experiencing insufficient economic growth, all within the capacities of the state's natural 
resources, public services, and public facilities. 

Response:  The Monroe School District routinely evaluates their facilities and properties 

for long-term viability and to evaluate necessity.  The Subject Site is no longer necessary 

to serve the program needs of students in the District.  It was therefore decided to pursue 

options for the future use of the site for a non-school use. 

(6) Property rights. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation 
having been made. The property rights of landowners shall be protected from arbitrary and 
discriminatory actions. 

Response:  The request does not impact property rights of other land owners, but allows 

the Monroe School District to plan for a future use of the Subject Site for a non-school use, 

as a private property.  The District therefore is seeking to have the Comprehensive Plan – 
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Future Land Use Map changed to a designation and zoning consistent with a non-school 

site, and compatible with the adjacent multifamily designations. 

(7) Permits. Applications for both state and local government permits should be processed in a timely 
and fair manner to ensure predictability. 

Response:  This Docket Request will follow the prescribed timing as outlined by the City.  

As stated on the City’s website:  As provided for in Resolution No. 2012/020, the City of 

Monroe is now accepting “Citizen-Initiated” requests to amend the City of Monroe 2015-

2035 Comprehensive Plan.  The amendments will be considered as part of the City’s 2018-

2019 Plan amendment cycle. 

The existing sport field use was granted through proper governmental approvals more than 

20 years ago.  Any future land-use application would be required to apply through the City, 

and be subject to then current processes and timeframes for approval.  The proposed 

request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-2035 Comprehensive 

Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

(8) Natural resource industries. Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries, including 
productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries. Encourage the conservation of productive 
forestlands and productive agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses. 

Response:  Natural resource industries would not be impacted with the approval of this 

amendment. 

(9) Open space and recreation. Retain open space, enhance recreational opportunities, conserve fish 
and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and develop parks and 
recreation facilities. 

Response:  While approval of this amendment does remove a perceived open space with 

recreational opportunities for the neighborhood, the Subject Site is not a public park, but 

rather a school property.  School property must either be serving the District, typically in 

meeting programing needs of students, or potentially be surplused in the future. 

Multifamily development of the site in the future may be subject to parks mitigation and/or 

open space requirements from the City. 

(10) Environment. Protect the environment and enhance the state's high quality of life, including air 
and water quality, and the availability of water. 

Response:  The Subject Site was reviewed for any wetlands and/or critical areas.  There 

are none on or adjacent to the property.  The area has both public water and sanitary sewer 

service provided by the City.  Impacts on environmental elements, including air and water 

quality, and the availability of water, would be reviewed in conjunction with the review of 

environmental impacts of any future subsequent land-use proposal. 

(11) Citizen participation and coordination. Encourage the involvement of citizens in the planning 
process and ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts. 

Response:  The Monroe School District has held a community discussion at a school board 

meeting to discuss the proposal.  There would be additional opportunities for area residents 

to provide input during the City’s Docket process, as well as any future District property 

evaluation.  The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 
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2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements.  

The City’s plan updates have a public process with participation of the community. 

(12) Public facilities and services. Ensure that those public facilities and services necessary to support 
development shall be adequate to serve the development at the time the development is 
available for occupancy and use without decreasing current service levels below locally 
established minimum standards. 

Response:  The sports fields no longer serve the programing needs of school students in 

the Monroe School District and are not utilized for school-use.  Preliminary evaluation 

shows adequate levels of service for area utilities, and public facilities and services to serve 

the Subject Site with development similar to the surrounding area (multifamily). 

Approval of the Docket Request would provide future planning flexibility to the District, a 

public service provider, and follows the timing and regulations of the City planning 

processes. 

(13) Historic preservation. Identify and encourage the preservation of lands, sites, and structures, that 
have historical or archaeological significance. 

Response:  The Subject Site is not known to have any structures of historic significance, 

nor has it been mapped on the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation’s WISSARD system online.  The Monroe School District is unaware of any 

archaeological or historical significance regarding the Subject Site. 

4. The relationship of the proposed amendment to other City codes and regulations; and

Response:  The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment is consistent with the City codes 

and regulations.  The City is currently in the process of bringing development regulations into 

compliance with the land use designation in the adopted 2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan.  The 

proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-2035 

Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

The “Multifamily” zoning designation would provide a range of density between 12 and 25 

dwelling units per acre where the infrastructure can support the density, and be consistent with 

the surrounding developments.  The City is currently reviewing zoning designations to be 

consistent with the adopted land use map.  Analysis of the conceptual site layout included 

review of the City’s proposed chapter on Multifamily Zoning Residential Zoning Districts, 

which promotes the small town character of Monroe with provision of compatible multifamily 

housing stock and encourages Multifamily: 

…for land that is located convenient to principal arterials and business and

commercial activity centers where a full range of public facilities and services to 

support urban development exists.  Multifamily residential zoning districts are 

intended for areas of infill housing and housing developments for seniors and other 

special housing groups. 

Since the Subject Site no longer serves the programming needs of students, the Monroe School 

District is requesting a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to the Future Land Use Map 
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designation from “Institutional” to “Multifamily”, which is an appropriate non-school use 

designation that is compatible with the surrounding area.  Approval of the Docket Request 

would provide future flexibility to the District, a public service provider, and follows the timing 

and regulations of the City planning processes. 

5. The cumulative effect(s) of the proposed plan amendment(s).

Response:  The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-

2035 Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements.  The 

proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment cumulative effects(s) would allow the Monroe 

School District to potentially surplus property no longer needed for school-use, which is 

supported by the MSD Capital Facilities Plan (CFP). 

If the Comprehensive Plan amendment and rezone are approved, the property would have the 

potential to provide increased multifamily housing land within the City of Monroe to better 

meet increasing population demands. 

Part B 

A comprehensive plan amendment may be approved or approved with modifications: 

1. Each amendment:

a. Shall not adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare in any significant way;

b. Shall be consistent with the overall goals and intent of the comprehensive plan;

c. Shall be in compliance with the Growth Management Act and other State and Federal
laws; and

d. Must be weighed in light of cumulative effects of other amendments being considered.

Response:  The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment would not adversely affect public 

health, safety, or welfare in any significant way.  It is consistent with the overall goals and 

intent of the Comprehensive Plan.  It is in compliance with the Growth Management Act and 

other State and Federal laws.  When weighed in light of cumulative effects of other 

amendments being considered, the proposal continues to provide a benefit to the Monroe 

School District and the City of Monroe. 

The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-2035 

Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

Impacts on environmental elements, including public health, safety, or welfare, and the 

compatibility and consistency with the overall goals and intent of the Comprehensive Plan, 

would be reviewed in conjunction with the review of environmental impacts of any future 

subsequent land-use proposal. 
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2. In addition to the above mandatory requirements, any proposed amendment must meet the
following criteria unless compelling reasons justify its adoption without meeting them:

a. Addresses needs or changing circumstances of the City as a whole or resolves
inconsistencies between the Monroe Comprehensive Plan and other city plans or
ordinances.

Response:  The City is currently in the process of bringing development regulations into 

compliance with the land use designation in the adopted 2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan.  

The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-2035 

Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

The “Multifamily” zoning designation would provide a range of density between 12 and 25 

dwelling units per acre where the infrastructure can support the density, and be consistent 

with the surrounding developments.  The Subject Site is in an area of high-density 

multifamily development. 

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment addresses the needs and changing 

circumstances of the City as a whole because the Monroe School District is a public 

service provider.  The District is the provider of public school education service within the 

City and has determined this Docket Request is necessary.  The District routinely evaluates 

their facilities and properties for long-term viability and to evaluate necessity.  The Subject 

Site is no longer serving the program needs of students in the District.  It was therefore 

decided to pursue a plan for the future use of the site for a non-school use. 

b. Environmental impacts have been disclosed and/or measures have been included that
reduce possible adverse impacts.

Response:  The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment is a non-project action.  The 

Monroe School District prepared a SEPA Environmental Checklist, which discusses the 

anticipated potential environmental impacts.  Project-level environmental impacts would 

be reviewed in conjunction with the review of any future subsequent land-use proposal. 

c. Is consistent with the land uses and growth projections that were the basis of the
comprehensive plan and/or subsequent updates to growth allocations.

Response:  The proposed Docket Request would be consistent with the land uses and 

growth projections that were the basis of the comprehensive plan and/or subsequent 

updates to growth allocations.  Granting the appropriate non-school designation 

(multifamily) adds buildable land for high-density residential infill in the City, which is 

consistent with the Housing, Land Use Assumptions, which rely on land use strategies to 

accommodate the City’s housing unit needs through 2035.  Some objectives include: 

 Encouraging infill opportunities within existing City limits

 Encouraging the provision of diverse housing types in all areas of Monroe
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 Encouraging housing growth near existing services, including park facilities

The request is necessitated because of changing circumstances as the sport fields are no 

longer useful or viable for the Monroe School District.  In order to consider a future 

surplus of the properties, the Comprehensive Plan designation and zoning for the Subject 

Site need to be for non-school use.  That action would provide increased residential 

(multifamily) infill land within the City, thereby meeting the goals of the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 2015-2035 

Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

d. Is compatible with neighboring land uses and surrounding neighborhoods, if applicable.

Response:  The proposed Docket Request is to provide future consistency with 

neighboring land uses and surrounding neighborhoods.  The City is currently in the process 

of bringing development regulations into compliance with the land use designation in the 

adopted 2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan.  The “Multifamily” zoning designation would 

provide a range of density between 12 and 25 dwelling units per acre where the 

infrastructure can support the density, and be consistent with the surrounding 

developments. 

The sports fields no longer serve the programing needs of school students in the Monroe 

School District.  Preliminary evaluation shows adequate levels of service for area utilities, 

and public facilities and services to serve the Subject Site with development similar to the 

surrounding area (multifamily). 

Approval of the Docket Request would provide future flexibility to the District, a public 

service provider, and follows the timing and regulations of the City planning processes. 

e. Is consistent with other plan elements and the overall intent of the comprehensive plan.

Response:  The proposed request would allow potential development consistent with the 

2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan and land use densities consistent with GMA requirements. 

The proposed Docket Request is consistent with the overall intent of the Comprehensive 

Plan as demonstrated within the application packet (including attachments and 

appendices), the SEPA Environmental Checklist and the Monroe School District’s Capital 

Faculties Plan. 




