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City of Monroe 
Legislative Update (3/11/16) 
 
Requested Action: Throughout the legislative session, Green Light Strategies will provide the 
City with regular reports of legislative activity affecting the City. At the end of each update, we 
provide a list of bills we are tracking during the Legislative Session. Please note legislation no 
longer considered alive has been removed from the tracking list.  
 
CITY OF MONROE 2016 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES  
SR 522: The supplemental transportation budget passed by the Legislature allows SR-522 funds 
currently allocated in the Connecting WA account for the interchange to also be used for 
widening. The budget also provides funding to WSDOT’s corridor sketch program, and makes SR-
522 the highest priority. The corridor sketch program will work with our region to conduct 
performance based planning, develop and implement new least cost planning methods that are 
consistent with the Practical Solutions approach and emphasize multimodal integration. Corridor 
and network plans will be based on information contained in “corridor sketches.” Information 
from these plans helps identify priorities in the state’s transportation plan. While this is merely 
one small step in the process of completing SR-522, it shows the Legislature recognizes the 
importance of completing the final two phases (widening and interchange) of SR-522. 

Lake Tye Park Athletic Fields: While the project is not funded this year, our efforts have laid 
significant groundwork for the 2017-19 budget. 
 

2016 LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE 
The Legislature adjourned sine die. However, legislators concluded the 60-day regular session 
without a budget deal and promptly began a special session. The Governor vetoed 27 bills in 
response to the failure of the House and Senate to agree on a supplemental spending plan 
before adjourning. Legislators could try to override the 27 vetoes or pass legislation again during 
the special session. Legislators now have 30 more days to hammer out a budget deal. 
 
STATE SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGETS  
The House and Senate continue negotiating final supplemental budget plans. While both the 
House and Senate budgets fund mental health and wildfires, they remain apart by more than 
$400 million in overall spending. The House budget relies on eliminating or limiting some tax 
exemptions and tapping the state’s emergency reserves to provide the revenues necessary to 
fund their plan. The Senate proposal maintains current tax exemptions and the state’s 
emergency reserves. 
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The Legislature passed a supplemental transportation budget providing additional funds to 
improve travel on I-405, highway and bridge maintenance, and removal of fish passage barriers. 
Most of the new money is re-appropriated funds from the previous biennium and additional 
federal funding available this year.  
 
AWC/CITY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES/ISSUES  
Operating Budget: The House and Senate have each passed their own versions of a supplemental 
operating budget, and budget negotiations continue. There are a number of items on the table 
that would impact cities, including: 

 Elimination of 90 percent of the Municipal Research and Services Center’s funding  
 Increased costs to send cadets to the Basic Law Enforcement Training Academy and 

cancellation of currently scheduled classes 
 A proposed merger of the LEOFF 1 and TRS 1 retirement systems 

 
Open Public Meetings Act Penalties: SB 6171, increasing civil penalties for a public official who 
knowingly attends a meeting held in violation of the open public meetings act, passed the 
legislature. The legislation, requested by the Attorney General, increases penalties to $500 for 
the first violation, and $1,000 for each successive violation. 
 
Police Body Cameras: HB 2362, providing restrictions on how policy body camera recordings are 
used and disclosed, passed the legislature. The legislation prohibits disclosure of recordings if it 
includes certain content and allows jurisdictions to recover reasonable costs.  
 
Local Government Modernization: HB 2427, clarifying that local governments are able to utilize 
electronic signatures and records, passed the legislature.   
 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program: SB 6227, implementing recommendations for 
changes to the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, passed the legislature. The 
legislation modifies the current WWRP account structure, shifts allocation among the accounts 
and changes WWRP eligibility and application processes. 
 
Real Estate Excise Tax: HB 2971, clarifying information that local governments post to the MRSC 
website, passed the legislature. The legislation modifies locally adopted policies that impose 
specific requirements on landlords or property sellers, and provisions disqualifying a city or 
county from using REET revenues for maintenance of capital projects. 
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6171&year=2015
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2362&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2427&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6227&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2971&year=2015
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2016 BILL TRACKING  

Bill Title Status Sponsor Position 

SHB 1130 Water power license fees Del to Gov Fey Monitor 

E2SHB 1605 Fire protection/benefit chrg H Rules 3C Peterson Monitor 

E2SHB 1745 Voting rights H Rules 3C Moscoso Monitor 

E2SHB 1763 Music licensing agencies Del to Gov Van De Wege Monitor 

HB 2321 Fire authority formation H Rules 3C Stokesbary Monitor 

EHB 2362 Recordings/law enf., etc. Del to Gov Hansen Monitor 

ESHB 2376 Operating sup budget 2016 H Rules 3C Dunshee Monitor 

SHB 2380 Supplemental capital budget H Rules R Tharinger Monitor 

SHB 2427 Local gov. modernization Del to Gov Springer Monitor 

SHB 2519 Nuisance abatement costs Del to Gov McCaslin Monitor 

ESHB 2524 Trans sup budget 2015-2017 Del to Gov Clibborn Monitor 

HB 2565 Local sales & use tx changes Del to Gov Vick Monitor 

SHB 2583 Local creative districts H Rules 3C McBride Monitor 

ESHB 2647 Tax foreclosed prop./housing H Rules 3C Jinkins Monitor 

ESHB 2708 Fire district formation H Rules 3C Appleton Monitor 

HB 2741 State & local fiscal agents Del to Gov Kuderer Monitor 

HB 2764 Public defense fund distrib. H Rules 3C Jinkins Monitor 

HB 2918 City traffic schools Del to Gov Gregerson Monitor 

EHB 2959 Business tax & licenses Del to Gov Lytton Monitor 

EHB 2971 Real estate/local government Del to Gov McBride Monitor 

E2SSB 5109 Infrastructure/local govt Del to Gov Brown Monitor 

ESSB 5343 Transit construction/parking S Rules 3 Hasegawa Monitor 

2ESB 5624 Essential infrastructure S Rules 3 Keiser Monitor 

ESSB 5694 Nuisance abatement S Rules 3 Padden Monitor 

SSB 5767 Local govt treasuries Del to Gov Cleveland Monitor 

ESB 6100 Economic gardening pilot pr. Del to Gov Chase Monitor 

SB 6147 Water-sewer districts S Rules 3 Roach Monitor 

SB 6150 Water pollution loans/term S Rules 3 Honeyford Monitor 

SB 6171 OPMA civil penalties Del to Gov Roach Monitor 

ESSB 6201 Supplemental capital budget S Rules 3 Honeyford Monitor 

SSB 6211 Nonprofit homeownership dev. Del to Gov Dammeier Monitor 

SSB 6227 Wildlife and recreation prg. Del to Gov Honeyford Monitor 

2SSB 6239 Affordable housing options S Rules 3 Fain Monitor 

ESSB 6246 Operating sup budget 2016 S Rules 3 Hill Monitor 

SSB 6307 Trans sup budget 2015-2017 S Rules 2 King Monitor 

SSB 6337 Tax foreclosed prop./housing Del to Gov Darneille Monitor 

ESSB 6426 School siting S Rules 3 Conway Monitor 
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=1130&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Fey&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=1605&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Peterson&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=1745&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Moscoso&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=1763&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Van%20De%20Wege&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2321&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Stokesbary&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2362&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Hansen&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2376&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Dunshee&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2380&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Tharinger&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2427&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Springer&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2519&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=McCaslin&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2524&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Clibborn&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2565&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Vick&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2583&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=McBride&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2647&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Jinkins&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2708&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Appleton&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2741&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Kuderer&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2764&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Jinkins&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2918&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Gregerson&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2959&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=Lytton&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=2971&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=H&sponsor=McBride&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5109&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Brown&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5343&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Hasegawa&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5624&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Keiser&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5694&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Padden&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=5767&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Cleveland&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6100&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Chase&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6147&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Roach&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6150&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Honeyford&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6171&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Roach&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6201&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Honeyford&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6211&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Dammeier&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6227&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Honeyford&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6239&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Fain&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6246&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Hill&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6307&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=King&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6337&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Darneille&bienString=2015-16
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsummary/default.aspx?Bill=6426&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/billsbysponsor/default.aspx?chamber=S&sponsor=Conway&bienString=2015-16



