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MONROE PLANNING COMMISSION
Agenda Item Cover Sheet

TITLE: Planning Commission - Training (Roles and Responsibilities in the 
Planning Process)

DATE: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM:

02/08/16 David Osaki Dave Osaki New Business

Discussion: None

Public Hearing: None

Attachments: 1.  Additional Training Opportunity Notice -  March 2, 
2016 (Bellevue)

2.  Additional Training Opportunity Notice - April 20, 
2016 (Everett)

DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND

The February 8, 2016 Planning Commission meeting will be a training session.

Mr. Joe Tovar, FAICP, will be in attendance to present information about planning 

commission, city council and staff roles, effective meetings, comprehensive planning, 

plan implementation and the development review process.  Mr. Tovar has been involved

in the training various groups and organizations, including citizens, planning 

commissions, elected officials and students throughout his career.

Mr. Tovar is Founder and Principal of Tovar Planning.  Mr. Tovar’s experience spans 

over forty years, serving as the planning director for the cities of Shoreline, Covington, 

and Kirkland.  He also served for 12 years as a member of the Growth Management 

Hearings Board (a state appeals body which decides on allegations of city and county 

noncompliance with the Growth Management Act).

As for additional training opportunities, the Washington State Department of Commerce 

sponsors a Short Course on Local Planning.  There are two courses scheduled in the 

region (Bellevue and Everett) during the course of the next couple of months.  The 

notices are attached for the Planning Commission’s information (Attachment 1 and 

Attachment 2).
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RECOMMENDED ACTION
Discussion and questions.


